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To my Brothers and Sisters,

This is the last time | will be writing to you as your Exalted Ruler and, | must say, this is coming
Exalted Ruler  ith mixed emotions. | enjoyed being the leader of this Lodge and will miss that role. While |
David Biggins  would love to continue, it is time for this Lodge to move on, to go forward and to accomplish
things that are beyond my abilities to lead you to.

An Elks Lodge is a living thing. It either moves ahead, stays in place or it dies. We have been moving fast, working
and growing and | know we will continue to do so. For
time for new blood.

Bill Joyce is the new Exalted Ruler. Letds get behi nd
ergy, abilities, and enthusiasm will move this Lodge forward, building on the things that you are already doing and
adding to them as we see the needs in our community. This is best. For a Lodge to be governed by one person or
group that | ong, the Lodge starts to become about hi
pen.

My vision is that all Lodge Members (currently 685) work together, join together, enjoy each other, binding ourselves
together in fraternity for the cause of charity. Whatever is good for me must first be good for all of you. My feeling is
that the members really are the Lodge and nothing ca
and help from so many people that | candt even name
fore AThe Officers serve the members and the Lodge,
true to that belief the Brigantine Lodge will continue to grow and be successful.

We have a great property and ought to continue to i
Jewel of New Jersey EIl ks Lodgeso. There is stildl a |
| really thought we would be farther along, but maybe | was over optimistic. The three things needed for a successful
construction project are time, manpower, and money. We have the first two and are slowly accumulating the third.

The nicer the building is the more people will come to our functions, showing the communities support for what we

do. A well maintained building will make the members want to be here and participate. This building is and will re-
main the engine room of all our charitable endeavors, as long as the engine works and works well we as a Lodge will
continue to show that Elks Care Elks Share.

It seems that wherever | go on the island people come up and say the nicest things about us and the good things
wedre doing, whether it be something simple |ike th
bl ankets or any of the other stuff we do. Lasti Namynt
game visitor said it best. From his heart, he said
read it once and the feeling gets better every time. As an Elks Lodge we must never forget that it is important to fol-
low the Grand Lodge Statutes and Programs, to support our Veterans, that Special Children always have a place in
our hearts, that we inculcate the principles of our Order, Charity Justice, Brotherly Love, and Fidelity. Thank you for
what you have given me.
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Fraternally, Dave

PS - We still have a lot to do, so lets continue on. Go Bill, the Officer team and Members!




Trustee Report - Nancy Tregnan, Chairperson
Trustees met on March 02, 2010

The trustees received and reviewed the event report from the B STREET Band party held in January.

Trustee John Hand (Accident Prevention Manager) reported that chains will be placed on the propane tanks in the
banquet room to comply with the recent District Deputy inspection.

The trustees are taking bids on replacement of the banquet room door and repair of the roof leak in the banquet
room.

There was further discussion regarding the addition of a 33rd boat slip because some trustee opinions conflicted
with the advice received from our attorney. Trustee Paul Consorte and Bill Joyce offered to contact the Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP) for information regarding fees and/or lease revisions.

The chairperson presented an update from the recent Audit and Accounting meeting.

Treasurer Harry reported that the money approved for the purchase of a new computer was not used. Thanks to
the expertise of member Ed Spreng, the current system was updated at a cost of under $40. Thank you Ed!!

The chairperson noted that it was trustee Rick Pennestri's last meeting, and on behalf of the trustees thanked him
for his years of service to the Board. Additionally, at the last lodge meeting, the trustees presented PER Rick with a
Certificate of Appreciation recognizing his leadership, dedication, and commitment to the lodge.

The next Trustee meeting has been rescheduled to April 12th at 7:00 pm. All members are invited to attend.

House Committee T Rick Votta, Chairperson
Many thanks to all who help make the Lounge a friendly and fun place to be!

Friday Night Food 1 Nancy Muncer, Chairperson
The month of April starts off with the Elks Annual Fish Fry on Friday April 2nd (see below). Tom Tucker and crew do a
great job each year so come out and support this event and bring some friends as it is open to the public. The rest of
April menus are being planned. Check the website each week to see what's cooking or stop in the lounge and check
out the board. Speaking of checking out the board, theE¥
want to get your feet wet as a new chef but are afraid to "take the plunge" have no fear. One of our "veteran" chefs will

be with you in the kitchen to help you all the way. So dust off your apron and sign up now. If you have any questions
about cooking on a Friday, simply call Nancy at #609-289-1010. Keep in mind that all proceeds from Friday Night Food
are re-invested in our Lodge to upgrade and purchase kitchen equipment.

Annual Good Friday Fish Fry - Friday April 2nd
Chef Tom Tucker with his experienced crew is back aga
menu is extensive with Flounder broiled or fried, Manhattan Clam Chowder, Clams Casino, Crab Cakes and even a
Raw Bar! Kidés meals are available for a reduced pricH
accepted by calling 266-9826 on Good Friday April 2" from 4p until 8p. The crew includes Eric Tucker, Tom Kessler,
John Rogo and a large cast of members who bring off a successful event year after year! See you this year.

A Magical Time at the Lodge for Members and the Community
Come to the Clambake on Sunday, May 30 ™ - 4p to 10p
Webre planning an entertaining afternoon and evenin
gician. See him perform astounding feats and hold all the childrens (and adults) attention in a 45-minute stage
' show. Meet Chad as he visit tables to demonstrate other acts of magic.
v For the youngsters we are offering pony rides, a petting farm exhibit and games.
As usual, an assortment of food and beverages will be offered.
Members - Please help out Saturday with setting up and again on Sunday Am with
food preparation. There will be a poster sign up board in the lounge. We can always
use smiling ELKS member faces.
Cross your fingers and toes in the hope that we have good weather.

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT - THE LODGE BY-LAWS SPECIFY fi ® OR BEFORE APRIL 1ST OF EACH YEAR, ALL MEMBERS SHALL PAY THE LODGE DUES, THE
GRAND LODGE PER CAPITA FEE, GRAND LODGE PER CAPITA INSURANCE ASSESSMENT, AND STATE ASSOCIATION DUES. OHE FAYMENT DUE ON APRIL 1, 2010
IS $50. ON APRIL 1, 2011, THE TOTAL PAYMENT DUE FROM MEMBERS WILL BE $65 ($50 FOR LODGE DUES AND $15 FOR THE OTHER FEES). A PROPOSED
CHANGE TO THE BY-LAWS WILL BE DRAFTED ACCORDINGLY AND PRESENTED TO THE MEMBERSHIP FOR VOTE AT THE APRIL 13, 2010 LODGE MEETING. THE
LODGE HAS ABSORBED THE GRAND LODGE FEES AND STATE ASSOCIATION DUES IN THE PAST. IN 1990 WHEN THE DUES WERE INCREASED TO $50, THE TOTAL
PER CAPITA FEES WERE $5. THE PROPOSED PER CAPITA FEES ARE NOW $17. THE PROPOSED INCREASE TO $65 WILL NET ONLY $48 TO OUR LODGE IN
BRIGANTINE. BRING ANY INPUT TO THE APRIL 13, 2010 LODGE MEETING AT 7:30P.




VETERANS SERVICE COMMITTEE i Joe Kelly, Chairperson
fiSo |long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and]Pro

Saint Patrick's Day Trip to Vineland and Veterans Haven - On Thursday March 11, a merry band of leprechauns left
the lodge and headed for the NJ Veterans Memorial Home at Vineland and then onto Veterans Haven at Ancora. Along
with Happy Saint Patrick's Day wishes, Veterans at each facility were given homemade cookies, cupcakes, and Irish
Potatoes (Made by our wonderful Youth Alliance - see photo on the Youth Activities page). Doctor Kern provided some
Dove soap products and each facility was presented a check of $500.00 to be used for resident activities. As usual a
GRAND day was had by all.

Thanks to all of our bakers, Irish Potato Makers, Dr. Kern and all of our benefactors.

g Visiting
Marge McLaughlin
(Joe Kelly, Eileen
“t 4 Kratter, Bill Gallagher,
SREINE ‘ Rick Jacobs)

TSR

The Traveling Leprechauns
(Joe Kelly, Bill Gallagher, Eileen Kratter,
Cupcake Fellow, Tom Monahan, Rick Jacobs)

Save the Date - Flag Day "Day at the Bay" --Sunday June 13th Next Committee Meeting
Formal Flag Ceremony followed by Lunch and FISHING on the "Fishfinder" or an is April 12th at 6 PM

afternoon at the Beach or relaxing by the bay. All members welcome
Plan NOW to invite a Veteran [Family member, friend, neighbor, etc.] for a fun day.

Cell Phones for Soldiers Program  continues to touch the lives of so many men and women serving our country!

OQur Lodge received this Certificate gf—Ap

reci ation ::Innq wi t |

[al
you and thousands of other supporters throughout the United States, Cell Phones (59'%“’0 f *%Wdo"
for Soldiers celebrated the distribution of our 1 millionth calling card to the men and Brigantine Elks Lodge
women serving our country in 2009. We could not have accomplished this mile- ‘ = A
stone without you and we want you to know how grateful we are for your continued | For Outstanding Contributions to Cell Phones For Soldiers
efforts.

We greatly appreciate the efforts made to collect
4,020 minutes of talk time for our soldiers and their families.

Please keep collecting those phones as we cannot continue at the astonishing
pace we are going without your help. We are currently sending out over 8,200
calling cards per week due to recent deployments.

Coarteey, Brittay & Robbic P A, o Program Dircctor
[The Bergquist Family ook - ReCellular In]

We have also initiated a new program to assist our wounded warriors and provide
unlimited phone calls for our soldiers as they pass through select airports through-
out the country. These prepaid unlimited phones are being provided with the funds
from the donations you have provided for recycling. This initiative is costly, ap-
proximately $600 per phone per year, but well worth it because it enables thou-
sands of soldiers to connect with their families as soon as they arrive in the U.S. or
as they are getting ready to deploy. o

Dot Mathieson handles care packages, flowers, fruit baskets,
OUR THOUGHTS ARE WITH YOU etc. to any Elk who is ill or in distress. If you know of
someone who could use our help and thoughts, please let
Dot know at 609.485.2467(h) or 609.456.7621(c); feel free to
leave a message.
Passings
Danny Whitmore A reminder to all Elks and their families
Should a member pass away the officers will perform
the Elks Funeral Service at your request
Please contact the Exalted Ruler, Dave Biggins,
for arrangements.




Nashville Country Night at the Lodge - Saturday, April 17th

Round up your family, friends dappihg@edTgnebor s f o

Dance Lessons at 6:30p
Band from 8p to Midnight
Country Buffet starting at 7p

DJ Augie Doggie

Tickets available at the Lodge $25
Open to the Public

All proceeds benefit
Special Needs Children

Everyone Was Irish on Saturday, March 13th
Al t hough the parade was rained out,

Our Chefs created culinary delights and Leprechauns served us

JOHN ROGO, TOMMY TUCKER, RICK JACOBS - GAIL, CHRISTENE, JuDY, DONNA,LINDA,NANCY
We were serenaded and learned the Irish Line Dance

DONNA RICCHINI AND MIKE REARDON - LINDA AND FRIENDS

We very much want your thoughts and opinions on t
What do you want to know about?
If you would like to submit an article for the Antlers, please do. This is your Newsletter!
We would | ove to have contributing
(Call or write: 609.892.8300; susan.marie.pierce@comcast.net)
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