
 

Exalted Rulerôs Message For May 2009 
 

To My Brothers & Sisters,  

 The Lodge has had quite a start to the New Year!  Nashville Night 

was, as always, a big success. The Committee and members came in the morn-

ing after to make sure the banquet hall was all cleaned and setup for the Instal-

lation at 4:00pm the next day. The next weekend Tommy T., Donna, and it 

seemed like a cast of hundreds had a very busy, successful and sold out Good 

Friday Fish Fry. We gave the Brigantine North School a check for One Thou-

sand Dollars which were the proceeds from the Stokes Breakfast including a 

donation from the Lodge. Bill Kuchinsky and his crew were great as always. 

The Wagenheim benefit was a real nice affair for a worthwhile cause, and 

many members came out to assist with the function. What all this is leading up to is how busy I think we are 

going to be this summer. In this economy many people wonôt have a hundred dollars to go out for dinner, but 

they will be able to afford to come to our events. We are really going to have to be ready to give our guests an 

enjoyable day. We have added the dates for event planning meetings to the calendar to help inform members 

who want to participate and volunteer at events.  

 Some members went up to Camp Moore last weekend and worked to get the Camp opened for the kids. 

Our group was the largest in the South District with 10 members going up. There was a lot on the     to-do list, 

and it all got done. There is such a good feeling you get from helping get the camp opened.     Before going up I 

was feeling really pressed, but after mixing concrete and doing other jobs, I was very tired, but feeling much 

better about everything. Our Lodge cleanup and boatyard fix up day is May 9th. The next day is Mothers Day so 

it will be a one day cleanup this year. There is a lot to do and many hands will make the work easier on every-

one. Most of what needs to be done does not require any special skills.  

Our Lodgeôs Website continues to improve and is getting more and more ñhitsò.  The more information we get 

to Fran, the better the site will be. Iôm seeing that many of the features of the Website are really helping me. If 

you need me for something you can E-Mail me at exaltedruler@brigantineelks.com .  Eventually all of the 

Committees and Officers will be in touch through our E-Mail. 

 With as warm as the weekend was Iôm sure everyone is thinking of summer and getting a little 

itchy. Well get on out and scratch it! Enjoy the weather and hope to see you at the Lodge. 

Fraternally,    Dave  

Lodge Annual Good Friday Fish Fry 
)ÔȭÓ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ ÏÎÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÎ ÙÅÁÒ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÙÅÁÒȢ  9ÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÃÏÕÎÔ ÏÎ 

the Fish Fry, Tom Tucker and his kitchen crew to put out cooked to order seafood that is to die for.  

9ÏÕ ÍÁÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÏ ×ÁÉÔ Á ÌÉÔÔÌÅȟ ÂÕÔ ÉÔȭÓ ÓÏ ×ÏÒÔÈ ÉÔȢ  4ÏÍÍÙ 4Ȣ ÓÐÁÒÅÓ ÎÏ ÅØÐÅÎÓÅ ÉÎ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ 

product and selling it for a very reasonable price. It takes a week and a big group of members to get 

everything prepped and ready for the Good Friday Dinner. There were lots of take out orders and it 

was a sell out. Great job by Chairwoman Donna Ricchini, her sidekick Judy Rogo, and all the many, 

many members who made the annual Fish Fry a great success this year. 

Great News! The preliminary report of the Nashville Night Committee shows a profit of 

$4,000.00 Dollars. What a job by Augie and Linda and their great committee. This event has been a 

strong charity fundraiser for the Lodge over the years, high quality food and entertainment all 

ÓÅÒÖÅÄ ÕÐ ÉÎ ÁÎ ÁÔÍÏÓÐÈÅÒÅ ÏÆ ÆÕÎ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÊÏÙÍÅÎÔȢ !ÌÌ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÆÉÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ .ÁÓÈÖÉÌÌÅ .ÉÇÈÔ 

×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÄÏÎÁÔÅÄ ÔÏ #ÁÍÐ -ÏÏÒÅ ÉÎ ÕÐÓÔÁÔÅ .Å× *ÅÒÓÅÙȢ #ÁÍÐ -ÏÏÒÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ .Å× *ÅÒÓÅÙ %ÌËÓȭ 3ÔÁÔÅ 

!ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ ÓÔÁÔÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÖÅÒ φππ ÐÈÙÓÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÃÈÁÌÌÅÎÇÅÄ ÃÈÉÌÄÒÅÎ ÖÉÓÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȢ 4ÈÅ 

Camp is free to the children and there is almost a one to one ratio of counselors to kids. 

mailto:ruler@brigantineelks.com


Camp Moore  
The Camp is almost ready to open and Hank (the caretaker) is 

really happy with the jobs the members from Brigantine Lodge 

completed. There were some tough ones, but everything that 

was asked of us we did. If the members of lodges  throughout 

the State didnôt lend a hand it is doubtful that the Camp would 

be able to open. It is very expensive to send a Special Child 

there and provide them with the level of care they need. It is a 

real tribute to this Lodge that ten members gave up their week-

end to help those who need it the most. Of course we also were 

able to spend a late afternoon at the lake and sit around the fire 

after dark. Thank you to Jeanne DiCecco, Kathy and Bill Joyce, Dave Bakely, Bill Hebling, Mike and Nancy 

Muncer, Joe (Mad Dog) Hartnett, and Joyce and Dave Biggins. 

Trustees Report 
 At the April 7th meeting of the Board of Trustees, Exalted Ruler Dave made a presentation      

regarding future lodge improvements. He expressed the need for a long-range vision, which is definitely 

shared by the Board of Trustees. The 2009-10 budget was reviewed. Following minor revisions, the 

budget was approved by the Board for presentation to the membership at the April 28th membership 

meeting. Additionally, there has been movement on the dredging project. The application for the project 

has been submitted to the State of New Jersey for approval. Further information will be reported as it  

becomes available. The next meeting of the Board of Trustees will be Tuesday May 5th at 7:00 p.m.  

Submitted by: Nancy Tregnan 

   Stokes Breakfast 
The Brigantine Elks presented a check  

in the amount of $1,000 in proceeds and 

donations to the Stokes breakfast teacher 

advisers. Over $9,000 was raised by the 

Faculty, Parents, and Elks members to 

send the 6th grade class to Stokes State 

Forest for a weekend of nature study and 

fun. Pictured from left to right, Teacher 

Les Long, Elks Member and head chef 

Bill Kuchinsky, ER Dave Biggins, and 

Teacher Dennis Morey. 

Lodge Scholarship Applications  
 Our in house scholarship applications are now available. Please ask for them in the lounge, or you 

may go to our website www.brigantineelks.com and download it. The program consists of Three (3) 

$4000.00  Dollar scholarships for general secondary Four (4)  year educational programs, and Two (2) 

$1,500.00  scholarships for Vocational/ associate education. The applicant must be a Child/Step Child or 

Grandchild/Step Grandchild of a member in good standing of the Brigantine Elks Lodge #2428. The 

sponsor must have been a  member for Two (2) full years and  current for the year 2009/2010. The Child 

must be a senior, Twelfth (12) grade student approaching graduation.  All applications must be post-

marked no later than July 15, 2009. This is a benefit to our members that is separate from the Elks Na-

tional or State Association sponsored scholarship contests.  

http://www.brigantineelks.com


 

Brigantine Lodgeôs monthly meetings are the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 7:30pm.    All 

members are encouraged to attend. 

Lodge Website Administrator  webadmin@brigantineelks.com  

Lodge E-mail address  HFMIII2428GEG@verizon.net 
Phone number  (609) 266-9826 
Fax number  (609) 266-7108 

Lodge mailing address  Brigantine Elks Lodge #2428 
PO Box 44 

Brigantine NJ. 08203 
Lodge location  400 West Shore Drive 

Brigantine New Jersey 
(The corner of West Shore Drive and Bayshore Ave) 

Website address  www.brigantineelks.com 

Great Job !!!     by the Nashville Committee, and members who cleaned up after Nashville 

Night, and got the Lodge Banquet room setup for the Lodge Installation. The party ended after 

midnight on Saturday night and the room was ready for the Installation by 1:00pm Sunday. 

Thank you all.  
On Sunday April 4th at the Lodge Installation, Awards were presented to deserving members who 

have gone above and beyond for the Lodge in the past year. The three big awards Elk of the year, Of-

ficer of the year, and Citizen of the year were presented. The Recipient of the Elk of the Year award 

was Don Miller, Bill Joyce was Officer of the Year, and Emmett Turner received Citizen of the Year. In 

addition Joe Kelly and Dee Brown received The Grand Exalted Rulers award for their work on the 

6ÅÔÅÒÁÎÓ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 3ÐÅÃÉÁÌ #ÈÉÌÄÒÅÎȭÓ #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅȢ !ÌÓÏ ÒÅÃÅÉÖÉÎÇ Á×ÁÒÄÓ ×ÅÒÅ 

Augie Peltonen, John Hand, Karl Stock, Terry Kachur, Steve Mahan, Dot Mathieson, Nancy Muncer, 

and John Livezy. These members received the Frank Vesely State Presidents award. These members 

contributed thousands of hours, money, goods, food and who knows what else to their Lodge. They 

did this with a spirit of love, kindness, and charity to improve Brigantine Lodge #2428.  

Convention News 
The signup boards are up and in the lounge. We are again staying at the Roman Holiday Hotel in 

North Wildwood on Friday and Saturday June 6th and 7th. Some people go down on Thursday to 

grab the extra day. Get your room signed up as soon as possible as we are running a little late this 

year. There is also a signup board if you only want to come down on Saturday to march in the      

parade. Brigantine Lodge #2428 golf shirts will be given to everyone who marches in the parade. 

There is also a board for people to signup to work on the float.  We have an idea of what we want to 

do. and we will be working on it over Memorial Day weekend.  Thursday Night is a pot luck dinner, 

Friday night and Saturday day are burgers and dogs, Saturday Night is the big Buffet dinner and 

there  will be a DJ. Saturday.  Sunday morning there will be Coffee and Donuts. Get signed up as 

soon as  you can! 



 

Elks Walkout  on Drugs 
Please join your fellow Elks from New Jersey on May 2nd to walk together through the streets of 

Brigantine to demonstrate that we are against illegal drugs and the havoc it has caused in our soci-

ety. There will be Elks coming from the South District and beyond to unite against drugs. Chair-

person Julie Mandes of the Brigantine Elks Youth Committee is encouraging the kids to come out 

and walk with us. Member Joe Campitelli is again organizing the walkout. There will be many State 

Officers present and we may get a visit from our State President and Brigantine PER Frank Vesely. 

Registration will be at the Lodge from 8:30am until 9:30 and there will be Coffee and Donuts. The 

walk begins at 9:45 from the North School and transportation to the school will be provided. This 

ÉÓ ÔÈÅ .ÉÎÔÈ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ×ÁÌËÏÕÔ ÈÏÓÔÅÄ ÂÙ ÏÕÒ ,ÏÄÇÅȠ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÍÁËÅ ÉÔ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÓÔ ÏÎÅ ÅÖÅÒȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎÙ 

questions you can call Joe Campitelli at 609-266-1951 or Sam Storino at 266-9042.  

"ÒÉÇÁÎÔÉÎÅ ,ÏÄÇÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅÒȭÓ )ÎÓÔÁÌÌÁÔÉÏÎ 
)Î ÁÃÃÏÒÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÕÒ ,ÏÄÇÅȭÓ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎȟ  0ÁÌÍ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ×ÁÓ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÄÁÙ ÔÈÁÔ ÔÈÅ /ÆÆÉÃÅÒÓ 

of Brigantine Elks Lodge #2428 took the oath of office. There were approximately 80 guests pre-

sent to witness the installation of the new Officer team for the 2009/2010 Lodge year. Attending 

were Two Past State Presidents Bill Oakley, and our own Harry McGarrigel III, current State Presi-

dent and Past Exalted Ruler of Brigantine Lodge Frank Vesely and First Lady Eleanor, also present 

were State Vice President Walt Leysk, State Trustee John Betz, and District Deputy Grand Exalted 

Ruler Don Irons. Many Elks came from other Lodges to serve on the Installation team. It is usually 

the District Deputy Grand Exalted Rulers job to lead the installation team and it is a great honor to 

ÉÎÓÔÁÌÌ ÙÏÕÒ Ï×Î ,ÏÄÇÅȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅÒÓȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒ $ÉÓÔÒÉÃÔ $ÅÐÕÔÙ $ÏÎ )ÒÏÎÓ ÇÒÁÃÉÏÕÓÌÙ ÓÔÅÐÐÅÄ ÁÓÉÄÅ ÔÏ 

again allow Harry to preside as Grand Exalted Ruler for the day. The Installation Team was com-

posed of Grand Exalted Ruler Harry F. McGarrigel III, Grand Esteemed Leading Knight Tom McColli-

gan, Grand Esteemed Loyal Knight Ronald Toth, Grand Esteemed Lecturing Knight Paul Aurelio, 

Grand Secretary William Oakley, Grand Treasurer Michael Thomas, Grand Trustee Sam Storino, 

'ÒÁÎÄ 4ÉÌÅÒ $×ÉÇÈÔ )ÖÅÒÓÏÎȟ 'ÒÁÎÄ )ÎÎÅÒ 'ÕÁÒÄ *ÏÈÎ "ÅÔÚȟ 'ÒÁÎÄ #ÈÁÐÌÁÉÎ %ÒÎÅÓÔ Ȱ"ÁÒÎÅÙȱ 3ÔÉÌÅÓȟ 

and Grand Squire Michael Kernan. Many thanks to these devoted Elks for taking the day and com-

ing to Brigantine to assist in the Installation of our Lodges Officers. The Banquet Room was beauti-

ful and the repast afterward was delicious, as John Hand Sr. along with members Joe Kelly and Don 

Miller prepared and served the food. 

Does it feel warm in here? 
After a number of years with no heat in the old Bingo Room, finally 

thanks to member Rick Votta the room now has heat. Rick donated a 

new heater. Not only that, he sent a crew of workman over to place it 

and hook it up to the existing ductwork. Brian Smith our always there 

electrical ace then made the electrical connections. Bill Joyce built the 

platform for the heater to sit on and ran some control wiring to the 

existing thermostat.  Thanks to these members the big winter events 

will be able to take advantage of the additional heated space. 



 
Helping Each Other 

Recently we became aware that a member was in need of a handicapped ramp at their home. Bill Joyce, 

Rick Jacobs, Chris Grube, and Dave Biggins prepped the site for concrete footings and a pad. Bill, Rick, 

Ed Spreng and Mark Gill laid out, poured and finished the concrete. The memberôs family purchased the 

wood and constructed the ramp with the help of  Mike Muncer, Jim DiCecco, and John Waldren.          

Way to go Elks!  

      Promote your Business on the Lodge Website today 
www.brigantineelks.com 

This is a Members only offer 

10% off to the first 10 participants 
Advertise your business on Lodge websiteôs Local Interest page. For just $300 per year, you can give your business additional 

Visibility. All proceeds benefit the Brigantine Elks supported charities. 

For additional details contact 

Fran Heineman at webadmin@brigantineelks.com 

Sickness and Distress 
Frank Funston   In Atlantic City Hos. City Division Robbie Maxwell  Hernia surgery 

Walt Wytoshek  Broken leg     Bob Valinote  Rehabilitation 

 Ray Angelastro  Atlantic City Hos. City Div.                     Terry Kachurôs Mom Back in the Hospital. 

John Walters (Waldo) Heart procedure    Gail DeRitis   Overnight Hospital Stay 

Sue Consorte  Back Surgery                                                   
 Dot Mathieson is handling the sending of care packages, flowers, fruit baskets, etc. to any Elk who is sick 

or in distress. Please let her know as soon as possible if you know of someone who is in need of our help. Reach her 

at home at 485-2467, and feel free to leave a message.   

FRIDAY NIGHT FOOD 
Coming this Friday, May 1st to a dinner plate at the Brigantine Elks is Burger and Fish Mania. Menu in-

cludes either a 1/2 lb. burger with a variety of topping choices, or a filet of fish sandwich with sauce.  

Both platters include fries, cole slaw & dessert and an optional feature of a Fried Shrimp appetizer. The 

following week (May 8) offers Sausage & Peppers, Orzo Salad, a famous Dot Salad and ice cream sun-

daes.  Looking for cooking crews for the 15th and 22nd (which starts our Memorial Day week-end       

festivities), & May 29th.  Check the sign-up board in the lounge for details on whoôs cooking what or go 

on our website for the menus.  Hopefully we will be cooking outside soon. Thanks go out to those who 

have patronized Friday Night Dinners! 

http://WWW.brigantineelks.com

