
 Exalted Rulerôs Message For April 2009 
To my Brothers and Sisters,  
 April is arriving and with it both spring and the beginning of our new 

Lodge year. As with every year we start anew. We get to determine our fu-

ture and our Lodge year. I believe this is going to be an extraordinary time 

for us.  We are growing in membership and in commitment to the Commu-

nity, Lodge and Order. Our Lodge is getting stronger, and better. The mem-

bers are giving their time, efforts and enthusiasm to expand our charitable 

works. The benefits come in many ways and thru many tasks accomplished. 

You may think that upgrading the Lodge building, grounds and equipment 

has no relation to donating money to charity. On closer inspection though, it 

is really all we have to offer to fund the charities we support. Would people 

rent our hall for weddings and parties if it wasnôt clean, neat and have eye 

appeal? Would you want to go out for an evening or an event to a place that was falling apart? Would our 

summer events be successful if we didnôt have the capability to serve our guests good food in a great loca-

tion with a beautiful view? Would our own members come to our Lodge if itôs not a clean, comfortable 

inviting place? I think we all know the answers to these questions. In order to give money away we must 

first earn it. Our task and  challenge in this economy, is to be active and creative in our fundraising, using 

our physical assets to draw the members to the Lodge, and the public to our events. The Lodge was very 

successful last year and we must continue the momentum. We are all Elk Brothers and Sisters. Together 

we must strive to do more, help more, give more. There is no better group of people able to clear the hur-

dles that face us than the members of this Lodge.  The more people that help, the easier the job will be, the 

quicker we get done, the more time we will have to enjoy each others company. Read thru this issue and 

see some of the great stuff the members are doing for our island and our charities. With your help we will 

keep going and doing for the community and the Lodge.            Fraternally,  Dave 

Annual Good Friday Fish Fry 
Tommy Tucker and his crew put on a great spread so make sure you get here early! The eating starts at 

4:00pm on Friday April 10th and lasts till 8:00pm. There will be live music in the lounge starting at 

6:00pm. Come out and enjoy. 

Installation of Officers 2009 
Lodge Installation of Officers for the 2009-2010 Lodge year will be held on Palm Sunday April 5th at 

4:00pm at the Lodge. Come and welcome the Officers for the New Year. The Elk of the Year will be an-

nounced as well as the Citizen of the Year. There will be a repast after the ceremony  

Veterans Haven  
Veterans Haven is a facility in Ancora helping New Jersey Veterans 

who have lost their way to get back on their feet. Last Sunday Bill 

Joyce and Fran Chambers drove to Willow Grove to disassemble a 

lightly used utility shed and bring it to the facility. There with help 

from a resident they reassembled it on a new wooden base to be used 

to store their snowplow and tools. Previously the tools and equipment 

had to be left outside. Our State President Frank Vessely had called 

and asked if we could do anything to help get the Vets a shed and one 

week later they had what they needed. Frank personally went to      

inspect our work and was thrilled. Great job Bill, and Fran!!! 



 

Camerota Claims Soup Championship 
Nothing is quite as comforting as a nice bowl of hot soup on a cold winter day.  Of course, if you are    

competing against other members for the bragging rights to be the Brigantine Elks Soup-off Champion, 

your bowl of soup better be great.   

Over 70 members and guests were on board to vote for their very favorite soup. Lining the banquet hall, 

there were crock pots filled with a variety of home cooking.  From Stuffed Pepper soup to Italian sausage 

soup, the crowd was invited to sample each. When it was all over and the votes were counted, this yearôs 

title went to Linda Camerota with her Santa Fe Chicken soup.   

Friday Night Food 
Submitted by Nancy Muncer 

The Elks Lodge continues to be busy on Friday nights. It is now spring and before we know it summer 

will be here  and we will be grillinô and chillinô outside, enjoying good food and great views! A belated 

congratulations to Linda Camerota-Wynkoop, the 2009 Soup-off champion with her Southwestern 

Chicken soup. We had 13 entries and 70 tasters/voters. It was a fun night. Thanks to all the great cooks 

who have kept Friday night dinners going strong throughout the winter. We start to wrap up the Lenten 

season with a classic (no meat) lasagna night on March 27. There will be a side of meatballs  and/or sau-

sage for those diners not observing Lent. On April 3, ER Dave will be serving up a seafood specialty. His 

menu is ñin the worksò so look for details on our website or in the lounge. Tom Tucker and his crew will 

be serving up great homemade seafood on Good Friday, April 10, for the Elks Annual Fish Fry. It is    

always a great meal. Bring a few friends or come for take-out platters. Either way you wonôt be           

disappointed. We are still working on menus for the rest of April. We are always looking for new cooks 

or someone to make salad or dessert. If interested, contact Nancy Muncer at 289-1010.  

Lodge Scholarship Applications  
 Our in house scholarship applications are now available. Please ask for them in the lounge, or you 

may go to our website www.brigantineelks.com and download it. The program consists of Three (3) 

$4000.00  Dollar scholarships for general secondary Four (4)  year educational programs, and Two (2) 

$1,500.00  scholarships for Vocational/ associate education. The applicant must be a Child/Step Child or 

Grandchild/Step Grandchild of a member in good standing of the Brigantine Elks Lodge #2428. Who has 

been a  member for Two (2) full years and is current for the year 2008/2009. The Child must be a senior, 

Twelfth (12) grade student approaching graduation.  All applications must be postmarked no later than July 

15, 2009. This is a benefit to our members is separate from the Elks National or State Association spon-

sored scholarship contests.  

From the Veteransô Committee 
In April 2004 two teenagers in Massachusetts began collecting used cell phones when they saw on TV that 

a soldierôs call home cost a whopping $7,624 when he forgot about the exorbitant roaming charges. Since 

then, the registered 501c3 non-profit has raised almost $2 Million in donations and distributed more than 

500,000 prepaid calling cards to soldiers serving overseas. Brigantine Lodge #2428 is now proud to be one 

of the collection sites for Cell Phones for Soldiers in southern New Jersey. Please bring in your old cell 

phones and put them in the box in the foyer designated for that purpose. Let's help give our soldiers the 

ability to keep in touch with their loved ones while the are serving our country abroad.  

State President Frank Vessely 
On Saturday May 9th there will be a testimonial dinner in honor of State President Frank Vessely at 

Lacey Lodge #2518 at 6:30 pm. Tickets are $45.00 Dollars per person. See ER. Dave for details!  

http://www.brigantineelks.com


 

Camp Moore Cleanup Weekend  
Calling All Members!  

 On April 24th, 25th, and 26th members of Brigantine Lodge along with the other Lodges in the 

South District will be going up to the Special Childrenôs camp to open it up for the 2009 camp season. 

Any member who wants to participate is invited. We will be staying in cabins which are nice, but you 

will need a sleeping bag. The food for dinner on Friday thru the weekend to lunch on Sunday is provided 

by the Deerfield Lodge. You should bring work clothes, and gloves. We will have transportation leaving 

from the Lodge on Friday April 24th at 10:30am. We get to the Camp in the afternoon, get our jobs list, 

gather tools (most of which the camp provides) and do any prep work needed to get a good start on  Sat-

urday morning After dinner on Friday its fellowship with members from other Lodges, under the stars 

with a bonfire going. Saturday is work day and its amazing how much you can get done with lots of peo-

ple working! Last year there were over 55 members from the South District including 12 from our own 

Lodge. Saturday night is more ñElks bondingò and on Sunday morning we complete any unfinished jobs 

and arrive back in Brig. in the mid afternoon. There are many skilled jobs to do (plumbing, electrical, 

and carpentry) along with painting , yard work, setting stuff up, cleaning, and anything else needed to 

get the camp opened for the kids. If you canôt leave Friday day there are some members going up to 

camp Friday evening and also Saturday morning. Let us know and weôll get you there. There is a Signup 

Board in the lounge. You will get a real good feeling out of the weekend for the work that you do! 

Brigantine Lodge Pins  
are now available in the lounge for $2.50. Ask your friendly bartender. 

Ballroom Dancing Lessons at the Lodge 
Get ready to try something new! On Saturday April 11th, at 7:00pm Lea Maxwell and dance partner 
×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÆÒÅÅȟ ÙÅÓ ÔÈÁÔȭÓ ÆÒÅÅȟ ÄÁÎÃÉÎÇ ÌÅÓÓÏÎÓ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ "ÁÎÑÕÅÔ ÒÏÏÍ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ ,ÏÄÇÅȢ 4ÈÅ 

Lodge will provide Coffee and Soda, along with an appetizer. If you could bring a little something 
to share with your fellow members it would be great, something quick, easy and inexpensive.  It 

should be fun so come on out and have a twirl around the floor. 

Handicap Beach Wheelchairs  
 Handicap Beach Wheelchairs have been delivered to the Lodge. The chairs came assembled 

and ready to go, and we will be presenting them to the City at the next council meeting. What a good 

thing to do for our City and those who will be using the chairs to get to the beach. The chairs will be 

given to the lifeguards to schedule their use and we will take them back in the fall for maintenance and 

storage. We will also be asking the guards to fill out a log book of requests and usage. This will let us 

know if four are sufficient or more are needed. The chairs will  be available to anyone with the need. 

They will be used by the Veterans when the Lodge hosts them for a day at the beach on June 14th.  Dee 

Brown, Chairwoman of the Special Childrenôs Committee along with Rick Votta, lots of other mem-

bers and everyone who volunteered at the Seafood Fest or Holiday Parties deserve so much credit for 

raising the money to get the wheelchairs here. Thank You All!  

United States Flag Code Rules and Regulations 
In the lounge next to the entrance door there is mounted on the wall, packets of The United States Flag 

code. If you are interested please take one, they are free. It includes commonly asked questions, and 

many pointers on displaying the flag. 



From the Antlers Staff 

Thanks for your tremendous support of our Antlers E-mail program. We have over 200    

members signed up to have their newsletter emailed to them. This program  along with          

in-house printing will save us over $250 a month. If you want to join in fill out the form       

below and drop it off at the Lodge or mail it back.  

Brigantine Lodgeôs monthly meetings are the second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 7:30pm.    

All members are encouraged to attend. 

webadmin@brigantineelks.com  

HFMIII2428GEG@verizon.net 
 (609) 266-9826 
(609) 266-7108 

Brigantine Elks Lodge #2428 
PO Box 44 

Brigantine NJ. 08203 
 400 West Shore Drive 
Brigantine New Jersey 

(The corner of West Shore Drive and Bayshore Ave) 

www.brigantineelks.com 

Quote for 2009/2010 Lodge year 
ñForget past mistakes. Forget failures. Forget success. Forget      
everything except what you are going to do now and do itò 

     -----William C. Durant 

Funeral Services 
A reminder to all members and their families, should a member pass away, the officers will perform 

the Elks Funeral Service, at the families request. 

Please contact the ER for arrangements. 

We now have the ability to send you your monthly Antlers Newsletter electronically by e-mail. 

Currently we mail the Antlers to 530 addresses at the annual cost of over $4000.00. 

As you can see, our lodge can potentially save thousands of dollars! 

Please help us in updating our records and indicate how you would like to receive your Newsletter. 

 

__________________________________  _____________________________________ 

Print Name      E-Mail Address 

 

__________________________________  _____________________________________ 

Phone Number     Signature 

 

______ Please e-mail my Antlers Newsletter to the above e-mail address 

 

The Antlers Newsletter will soon be posted on our new website: www.brigantineelks.com 

as will our upcoming events and our Friday Night Food Menu. 

http://www.brigantineelks.com/


 

St. Patrickôs Day Parade and Party 
It was a great day for the Irish as the lodge took its 

annual walk down the boards in Atlantic City! While 

not confirmed it appeared to be a record number of 

marchers strolling along as the world famous Elks 

Band put on their usual great show. There were lots of 

kids and lots of green, the float looked great (thanks to 

Chris Grube, Brian Smith, Augie Peltonen) and more 

important didnôt break down. Allison Arnold helped 

get the necessary repairs done.  I think anyone who 

goes to the parade has to be hooked on going again the 

next year. The Party back at the Lodge was a Smasher 

and Chairwoman Sara Huff outdid herself with the 

food. The Elks Band played and Augie Doggie DJôD 

the night along. Mike Riordan, John Vito, John 

Livezey, Rick Jacobs, Judy Rogo, Linda Risso, Joanne 

DeLaney, Sue and Paul Consorte were all part of mak-

ing March 10th a great day.  Thanks to Elaine and Andrew Conner for letting us use Bobôs Irish flag. The 

money raised (well over a Thousand Dollars) will be going to the Cub scouts and it will definitely help 

them. Itôs amazing that we can go out and have that much fun that cheap and still raise a bunch of money 

for a good cause. Way to go everyone! 

      Elks Nashville Night Returns 
The Brigantine Elks Lodge #2428 will be holding their 5th Annual       

Nashville Country Music Night on Saturday, April 4, 2009 from 8:00 pm to  

midnight.  The event will be held at the Elks Lodge located at 400 West 

shore Drive in Brigantine. People will be kicking up their boots to music by 

³4-Wheel Drive Country and the 4 Wheel Drive² is a five piece country 

band with pedal steel guitar. For those who want to learn the latest in    

country stepping, dance lessons are available from 7 pm-8 pm.  The event 

includes country buffet, beverages, entertainment and dance lessons for $25.00 per person.  The proceeds 

benefit the Special Needs Children programs. Tickets are now available at the Elks Lodge.  For more     

information, call (609) 266-9826 or visit www.brigantineelks.com  

Sickness and Distress 
    Tim Mooney, Shoulder operation. Home and feeling better. 

   The Honorable Arthur G. Mayer Jr. is gone, but not forgotten. Past Grand exalted Ruler from the great State of 

New Jersey and our State Sponsor passed away on Thursday, April 19, 2009. Please keep his wife Linda and the 

family in your prayers. In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to: Elks Camp Moore, New Jersey Elks Special 

Childrenôs Committee., 665 Rahway Avenue, PO Box 1596, Woodbridge, New Jersey 07095. ñThe Golden Cord is 

Severed He Has Passed Unto Realms On High.ò Sickness and Distress:  

Allyson Arnold is handling the sending of care packages, flowers, fruit baskets, etc. to any Elk who is sick or in dis-

tress. Please let her know as soon as possible if you know of someone who is in need of our help. Reach her at home 

at 266-1940, and feel free to leave a message. Her work number at the Beach Cab is 266-TAXI (8294).   

Walkout on Drugs 
The Brigantine Elks will be hosting the South District during the annual Elks Walkout on Drugs campaign 

Please come out and show your support on Saturday, May2 2009. It is a fun walk to show support for the 

ñJust Say Noò anti drug Campaign.  

http://www.brigantineelks.com


 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

   1 

Nashville Nt  

Setup  

2 

Nashville Nt  

Setup  

3 

Fri Nite Food  

4 

Nashville Nt  

8PM 

5  Officers  

Installation  

4PM 

6 7   Trustee  

 Meeting 7PM  

Fish Fry Prep  

8 

Fish Fry Prep  

9 Cub Scouts  

Fish Fry Prep  

Fash Show Mtg  

10  

    Fish Fry  

    Dinner  

11  Ballroom  

Dance Lessons  

7PM FREE 

12 13   

Convention  

Meeting 7PM  

14  

ComAct Mt 6PM  

Lodge Mt 7:30  

15 16 17  

Fri Nite Food  

18  Chamber of  

    Commerce       

Monte Carlo 

19   Clambake  

Planning Mtg  

6PM 

20 21  Youth  

Committee Mtg  

7PM 

22 23 Fashion  

Show Meeting  

   6:30PM  

24 

Fri Nite Food  

Camp Moore  

25  

Camp Moore  

Cleanup  

26  

Camp Moore  

Cleanup  

27 28  

ComAct Mt 6PM  

Lodge Mt 7:30  

29 30   

April 2009  

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 

May 2   Walk Out on Drugs 10AM 

May 3  Clambake Planning Mt  6PM 

May 5  Trustees Meeting 7PM 

May 7  Fashion Show Mtg 6:30PM 

May 9 Frank Vessely Dinner at the 

Lacey Lodge 6PM 

May 14 Cub Scouts Meeting 7PM 

May 14 Fashion Show Mtg 6:30PM 

BRIGANTINE LODGE  #2428 

Benevolent and Protective 

ORDER OF ELKS 

United States of America 

P.O. Box 44 
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