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Exalted Ruler’s Message For December 2008

Dear Brothersand Sisters,

Thefall ispassing and so many thingsare going on sincel last wroteto you, | have not had even achanceto catch my
breath. The Haunted House isover, and it was an activity that was great for the kids of our community. Sometimes
you cannot measure an events success by the amount of money it makes. Thereisstill alot of cleanup that needsto be
done, to close out the HH. So any help would be appreciated. The Striper tournament was a big success and the money

raised will be going to the Veterans at the Vineland Veterans Home, we al so have the Veterans coming to the L odge on Dec. 61, thereisa
notice elsewhere. Thel T. Committee has been meeting, and the ability, energy, and enthusiasm of thisgroup of membersisawesome as
they create our Lodge website, and virtual pagesinto atool that thisL odge can use for information, advertising, member communication,
committee meetings, event planning, and community good will. Asitiscompleted you will be ableto accessit for so many things. Lodge
forms, Monthly and yearly calendar, membership info. Applications, contact numbers, boat slip info. And even something assimpleas;
what’sfor dinner on Friday night. Even the Antlers newsletter and George’s column. | could go on, but I’ m sure you can seethat if we can
completethistask, and arevigilant in keeping it updated, then this Lodge s poised to be agroundbreaking leader of the order in servicing
themembers. I'm not areal skilled computer guy, but I amlearning. I do know auseful tool when | see one, and believe meif we can keep
thistool sharpened, the usesof it will alter almost every member’s contactswith our Lodge. Speaking of Technology, Secretary Georgeis
now using the Chicago L odge M embership System (CLM S) as mandated by Grand L odge, there were afew bumps along the way, but
Georgejust about hasthe Grand L odge straightened out. CLM S hasfeaturesthat will alow both George, and Harry to simplify much of
the Lodge record keeping. With all thisgoing on, wewill all need to havealittle patience. It isimportant to take abreath and realize that
our membership rollswereall in the Doss (antiquated by about 25 years) operating system 2 months ago. Now thanksto many members
and officers effortswe are almost there. We had the events planning meeting on Nov. 12" for the 2009 year, and are tracking to have our
events schedul ed, and coordinated with the other groups on the | sland by early January. Otto H. isleading this; if thereisany help you can
givehim |’ m sure hewould happily accept it. The District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler visited our Lodge at our 1% meeting in November,
heand hisauditing team examined all operations of the L odge, from our physical plant to bookkeeping and accounting, membership
activity, and records of our charitableworks. All werefound to bein order and the District Deputy was very complimentary to our Lodge.
Your Lodge officers also performed the contest ritual during hisvisit, and | couldn’t have been prouder of all of them. All weregreat, and it
wasvery impressive, both to watch and be apart of. It wasalot of work, but will be much easier next year. The Mural contest was ahuge
success and the announcement of thewinnersat the Veterans Day servicewasvery nice. Therefurbished Veterans Park was agreat setting,
and the members of The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post were so kind to allow us participate. Unfortunately our paradefloat only partici-
pated for half the parade as one of the wheelsfell off. The band was OK. and we found the wheel, but now we need anew float. If
anybody hasafarm wagon, or largetrailer we could have or use, pleaselet me know. Somehow in all thiswealso found thetimetoinitiate
anew classof members. Harry and | went to the Fall Conference of the New Jersey Elks State Association in Long Branch New Jersey the
weekend of November 15" Aslast year; it was acontinued |earning experience for me. The highlight was during the Saturday morning
business session, each L odge was asked to come up and make adonation to the Elks National Foundation, and or to the Miracle onthe
Mountain/ Camp Moore funds. Well after all 116 L odgeswho were represented had donated, our little Lodgewastied for third inthe
amount of dollarswe donated to ENF. Even more amazing was that we tied for 4" in the state for the amount of money you raised and
donated for Miracle on the Mountain/ Camp Moore. What atribute to your giving hearts, all of the members of this L odge should be proud
of the efforts expended to bein the position to donate the amount of money you raised for such worthy causes.
Normally the activitiesin the L odge would slow down in the winter, but we are actually getting busier. The holiday party ison the Sat.
after Thanksgiving, featuring The“B” Band. It will benefit The Special Kidsfund to purchasethe beach wheelchairs. We are having the
grade school essay contest winnersat the Lodge for an awards dinner hosted by the Americanism Committee. The Vet'sare coming. The
Veterans Home annual visit. The Elks Members Memoria Service. The Trim-A- Tree Party, which isthe nicest night of theyear, is
scheduled. The Kids Christmas Party, The Special Kids Christmas Party, and lastly the New Years Eve Party. Don’t forget Friday Night
Food and Sunday Football! Stop down, lend ahand, buy aticket, enjoy the friendship of your fellow members, or just stop in and check
stuff out. | hateit when | try tolist everything that’s going on because | know I’ m going to forget something.
If you are able, please purchase as many of thetickets mailed to you as possible for the ENF 50/50. Thisisone of the major fundrai sers of
the Lodge and Don’sworked very hard to makeit a stable source of incomefor the National Foundation.
In thisuncertain time, when there seemsto be more bad news everyday, may you all take comfort in the good works you do as members of
thisLodge. The good thingswe do every day will outweigh the bad welisten to on television. At thistime of year let us givethanksfor
what we have, and for who weare.

Fraternally,

Dave




& Holiday Party
% éo This past New Years Eve we had over 260 people attend a great party. The main reason for the success of the NY E party
Q was the music of The Bstreet Band. We were ready to do it again this year but the band is booked (if you can believe it

Q someone is getting married that night). That does not mean we can’t have a party. After going back & forth with the band we

?\ settled on 11/29/08 which isthe Saturday after Thanksgiving. Ticketswill be $50.00 & include beer, wine, soda and abuffet

dinner. Thefood will be prepared and served by our membersso | will need your HELPHEL P& MORE HELP. Look for sign up sheetin
thelounge. At $50 thisisagreat deal & | guarantee agood time. Ticketswill be available 10/1 at the lounge or rvotta@richardsonair.com
or 266-0587. Tableswill bereserved for partiesof six or more.

2" Annual Fall Sriper Classic Results submitted by Mike Muncer and Guy Wilkins
The Lodge held its second annual Fall Striper Classic Nov. 7-9 to benefit our veterans. It was open to both surf nd boat anglers. In the BOat
Division for the heaviest two fish, first place went to Irish Mist, captained by Bob Stabinski, with atotal weights of 22 pounds, 11 ounces.
Second was Empty Pockets (capt. George M oore) with 18-6; third was Seven C’'s (Paul Consorte, 16-3). The single heaviest fish weighed 13-
3, caught by Bob Stabinski. The Surf Division saw Bob Daily win with a 17-pounder in the single fish category, which was also heavy
enough to win the two fish combined category. Second in combined was L uke McCooley (15-6) and third was Jerry Miller (11 pounds). The
Elkswould liketo thank all who participated. The tournament raised $1,410 for their Veterans program.

Special Children’sChristmas Party: Chairwoman: Dee Brown Planning meeting: Monday, Dec. 1, 7pm at the Lodge.

Our Lodge's Party for the Special Kids on theisland will be held on Friday December 19" starting at 12 noon. Help is always needed the
signup board is posted in the lounge. Thisis probably the best day of the year to be a Brigantine Elk. Please come and be a part. Donations
of food, gifts, decorations, and other Christmas stuff are needed. The Christmas tree with envelopes will go up in the lounge on Dec.1%.

Lodge Annual Trim-A-Tree Party

Bring acovered dish to share Friday December 12" at 5:30pm. Bring a covered dish with enough to share with your fellow members and
friends. We will be decorating the L odge Christmas tree, listening to great Christmas music and enjoying each other’s friendship and
fellowship. Bring aspecial Christmas ornament that you would like to decorate the tree with. Family iswelcome to attend, and asthe kids
Christmas party committee will be decorating the banquet room for the kids Party on Sunday the 14" there should be great feelings of
camaraderie and Christmas spirit throughout the Lodge. The Trim-A-Tree party isbeing held aweek late thisyear due to the Vineland
Veterans visit to our Lodge on the first Saturday in December, the 6™

2009 Wildwood Convention T-Shirts On Sale Now %/‘\
No Pockets $10, Pockets $12.50. Order formisposted inthelounge. g}
§

Thanksfor your support.

L odgeHostsVineland Veteransfor Army-Navy Game
Submitted by JoeK elly, Lodge Nationa Veterans Service. Committee Chairman

On Saturday December 6th our Lodgewill host Veteransfrom the NJVeteransMemorial Homeat Vineland to join usfor
theArmy-Navy game. The Vetswill arriveat 11:30 and be seated in our banquet hall. They will be served ahot lunch at
12:00Noonwhilewatching theArmy-Navy classic. After an afternoon of football, friendship and fellowship the Vetswill be
served aSurf & Turf (Shrimp, Crab cakes, PrimeRib) dinner, after which they will depart back to Vineland. Pleasetry to
be hereto help cook, serve, clean up or MOST IMPORTANTLY, give someof your timeto say hello and thanks. Please
help makethese veterans, who have served our country, feel Welcomeat our lodge. Moretofollow.
* * * Theused color TV’sfrom our Loungewhich have been replaced by the new Flat Screen TV’ swill bedelivered and
installed at the NJVeteransMemorial Homeat Vineland. 1f Y OU upgradeto aflat screen, Vineland can useyour color
TV. Call theLodgefor pick up and the Veterans Service Committeewill deliver it to the Vets.
** *  On Thursday December 11th membersof our L odge along with membersfrom the VFW and theAmerican Legion
will be making our annual Christmasvisit to the NJVeteransMemorial Homeat Vineland. Our purposeisto bring some
Christmas Cheer to our Veteransbut invariably it iswewho |eave there uplifted by the courage and good will of our Vets.
You are most Welcometo join us.

** * CHRISTMAS COOKIESFOR VETS. Nancy Muncer will soon be recruiting bakersto make Christmas Cookies
for our Veterans. Please get involved with thisto help bring atouch of HOME to our Veteransthis Christmas.

TheElksMemorial Day Ceremonies: Onthefirst Sunday of December (Dec. 7) every Lodgein the
country will hold amemorial servicein remembrance of our absent Brothersand Sigters.
ThelL odgeextendsitsmost sincer e condolencesto thefamilies of recently departed members JulesDaniels,
Boomer Blair, Walt Hundridge and Ed“ Prune” Pullman.
Sicknessand Distress: AllysonArnoldishandling the sending of care packages, flowers, fruit baskets, etc. to any Elk
whoissick orindistress. Pleaselet her know assoon aspossibleif you know of someonewho isin need of our help.
Reach her at home at 266-1940, and feel freeto leave amessage. Her work number at the Beach Cab is266-TAXI

(8294).
Mad Money With Jim Cramer -An Elk from Summit NJ. Lodge #1246: Win Four Tick-

etsto a private Taping of his Show, Transportation from the Lodge and back Dinner for Four,
$10 Per Ticket. Donation Benefits Special Children’s Wheelchair Fund.

Vineland Veterans Home
JoeKdly whilearranging for the Lodgesannual visit to the Vineland VeteransHomelearned that thehomeneedsTV's
for the Veterans. When any member getsanew TV if they bring their old oneto the L odgewewill deliver themtothe
Vet’'shome. They should bein good working order, color and preferably alarge portable, no consolesplease. It'sOK if
theremoteislost wewill take care of getting auniversal. Wewill pickupif requested, just call the L odge at 609-266-
9826, Joe Kdly at 267-994-7975 or Dave Bigginsat 610-721-4956. ThisyearsVisit to the VeteransHomein
Vineland will be Thursday, December 11" M eet at the Lodge at 8:00am.

Thanksto Cathy Joyce, the members of the last two classes that were initiated into our Lodge received a packet of
information concerning our Lodge, its programs, and events along with information about the Ritual that they just went thru. The new
membersreceived their flag and membership pin as always, but thisadded information will certainly help them understand alittle more
what the Elks are all about. What a nice idea and gesture by Cathy. If anyone has any thoughts about what could or should be
included in the new member packets, leave anotefor Cathy in the Committee box in the Vestibule.

Camp M oor e, Asmost of you know, recently members of our Lodge have been going up to the camp in the spring and fall to
open and closeit. Due to a scheduling conflict this fall Brigantine Lodge was unable to go along with the rest of the South District
on the usual weekend. Brigantine L odge comes thru, and a small group was able to go up the weekend of Friday Oct. 10". During
thisvisit we power washed, cleaned, prime painted and finish coated with three coats of epoxy paint the camps water tank. It wasa
big job, asit sits on the top of ahill, but with the assistance of two union painters Mike Hurley, and Jim Hatten from the Glassboro
local we got it finished. Mike and Jim are not Elks, but when they heard what we were going to do they volunteered to go with us up
to Camp Mooreto help. Mike, after seeing Camp Moore is thinking about joining the Millville Lodge asthat Lodge is closeto his
home. He had no idea about what the Elks do, and now is enthusiastic about joining. Going up to the camp from Brigantine Lodge
were ER Dave, Fran Chambers, and Joe “Mad Dog” Hartnett. The Lodge will be going up in the spring to get the camp opened; the
dateisthelast weekend in April the 24", 25%, and 26th. If you haven't gone to Camp Moore yet, trust me you will get more out of
your visit, than the camp gets out of the work you do.

Children’sChristmasParty: Sunday December 14, 2008 at 1 pm -- Children, Grand-
children, Stepchildren, Step grandchildren, Nieces, Nephews. Bring thekidsto see Santa,
hisElves, theToy Soldier, The Balloon House, and al thewonderful thingswedo for our
kids. Food and Refreshmentsfor al! Children 9 yearsold and younger only. .Must be
sponsored by amember of Brigantine Elks L odge#2428L enny and Terry Kachur
Chairpersons.Volunteers Needed and \Wel comed.

M ar k the Date-- The Brigantine L odge will be going up to Camp Moore onApril 24" thru 26" to get it open and
ready for thekids. Wewill be part of the group going up from the South District. Thereisno cost, transportation and
meal swill be provided. A sign up board will be posted in the L ounge after the New Year.




New Jersey State EIksAssociation Ritual Contest
Under the Coaching of Per Ray Angelestro, the officersof Brigantine Lodge participated in the Ritual contest for thefirst
timeinmany years. The contest washeld at our regular Lodge meeting on thefirst Tuesday in November. At thismeeting it
wasa so our District Deputy Grand Exalted Rulersvisit to audit our Lodge. In past yearsour officerswould have had to
travel to another Lodge and each L odge' s officerswoul d have performed the Ritual one after the other beforethe same
group of judges. Thisyear the Ritual judging team visited each L odgethat participated tojudgetheir Initiation Ritual. Doing
it thisway wasobvioudly abig helpto our officersasitisavery nervewracking experience. Therewasalot of brassthere
asPast State President Bill Oakley wastheringmaster and State President Frank Vesely with hiswife Eleanor werein
attendance. The South District Vice President, Walt Lesyk along with District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler DonIrons, his
Grand L odge I nspection team and many members of the L odge cameto seethe performance. While certainly not flawless,
for thefirst time participating, our Lodge officersgave avery good account of themselves. Special thanksto Treasurer
Harry and to Rudy Weissfor al of their help, a'soto Allison Arnold who acted asthelead candidate. Therewasatremen-
dousamount of effort that went into being in the contest, from months of practiceto rearranging the Lodgeroom, to provid-
ing awarm and friendly atmosphere afterward to all who were present. Nancy Muncer prepared awonderful repast for
after the meeting and Dot Mathieson hel ped her serveit to the membersand guests. All who weretherehad avery nice
timeenjoying the great food and each others company. The evening was made more specia by the comments made by
both Harry and Frank about the meaning and importance of thisL odge bringing back the Ritual, and the commitment of the
officersto performit asthey did.

Dear Members,

After readingintheAntlersunder the Trusteesreport that we had been put on probationfor illegal gambling. | feel the
membership should betold the truth concerning thissituation. Wewerenot put on probation for illegal gambling, we
accepted without protest probation for failing to obtain apermit for in house 50/50's. This L odge hasbeen running in house
50/50’ swithout apermit sinceitsinception and there has never been aproblem, unfortunately wewereturned into the
Gamesof Chance Commission by one of our own members. None of the senior leadersfrom then Chairman of Trustees
Sam Storinoto either Treasurer Harry or mewas awarethat apermit was needed when afifty- fifty wasdonewithin the
membership only. Youwill seethat onthe Ticketsrecently mailed toyou for the 50/50 to benefit the Elks National
Foundationthereisnow an 1.D. number and arafflelicense number. The ENF fundraiser, inthe 8 previousyearsthat it was
held never had apermit. Thisiswhy the ENF drawing was postponed |ast year, because the commission required usto
obtain apermit beforewewere alowed to draw the winning number. All other 50/50's, in house or offered to the public,
requireapermit. Thereason | and the Trustees accepted probation without contesting it isthat wewerewrong, becausewe
did not know, isnot adefense. If permitswere needed and we did not have them then we are guilty. Thereal unfortunate
aspect of thissituation wasthat according to the state investigator, amember turned usin, that this person among uswas
aware of the correct law and went to the state as opposed to the membersof thisLodgeisreally beyond belief. The
investigator when asked by, | believetrustee Tony Richini the name of the person who turned usin he declined to answer, he
did give usavery good description though, and told uswewould have had to go through the hearing processto learn the
name of our accuser. Thiswedeclined to do for thereasons stated above. Theinvestigator did say that when organizations
undergo leadership changesaswedid last year, these types of complaintsare commonly made. | got thefeeling that the
investigator, though it washisjob to prosecutethe complaint, had afoul tastein hismouth from the circumstances
surrounding it. Thereisamore compl ete explanation and copy of the order of consent posted on the bulletin board outside
the Lodgeroom.

David Biggins, Exdted Ruler

ElvisWill bein theBuilding

Mark it down, New Years Eve. The Lodgewill be hosting arocking night toring inthe New Year. The party startsat 8
pm and goestill who knowswhen. Beer, Wine, and Food areincluded. Therewill beachampagnetoast at midnight,
and party favorsfor all. $40 per person. Ticketswill be on salein thelounge on December 1%. All proceedswill be
used towardsthe purchase of Beach WheelchairsAnd Specia NeedsKids.

TheMural Contest -- Theresultsarein and the big winner of the L odges contest for school kidsto draw
apicturethat would be painted on our Lodge sbayside bingo roomwall isOUR LODGE. Thewinning poster is
fantastic and dl the drawingsthat thekidsturnedinwereredly great. The committee agonized for hoursbefore
picking the overall winner. Through the generosity of member Tom Leperra, hiswife Marieand their son Tom,
thewinning entrantsfrom gradeskindergarten through twel fth gradeswill each bereceiving aFifty Dollar Savings
Bond and the Grand Prizewinner will receiveaOne Thousand Five Hundred Dollar SavingsBond! Therewere
over TWOHUNDRED THIRTY FVE Entriesfromthe children of Brigantine. Theart teachersfrom the North
School have been very supportive and have even volunteered someof their studentsto help with thefinished
product. Kelley Grimley from the Middle School, and Terry Gragg from the grade school were so enthusiastic
and supportive. Withtwo great Teacherslikethis, Brigantine' schildren arein good hands. Thanksalsoto Dr.
Gussie, Mr. Marrandino, and Dr. Previti for their help.

TheWinnersfrom each classare: 1%. Grade Haley Phalines 2™. Grade, Brandon Cross 3“Grade,
Lauren Oleksiak 4". Grade, Krystal Espinoza 5. Grade Hugo Perez, 6™. Grade, Max Lamcken 71",
Grade, Alonso Soto 8" Grade, Georgie Dickerson 10". Grade, Kerri Gallagher 11".Grade, Seven
Gossage, Nicole Bailey, Over All Grand Prize Winner: Frank Delury 7" Grade

Americanism - by Joanne Delaney
At the Grand Lodge Convention in 1961 at Miami Beach, the Committee on Americanism was created and charged
with “implementing the patriotic activities of the order and its subordinate L odges.”
The Order of Elks has along and effective record of assisting the Youth of America, promoting Americanism in each of
the many activitiesfostered by Elkdom.
The Brigantine Elks Lodge 2428 is proud to work in conjunction with Brigantine North School faculty and students. The
students are given an opportunity to compose a persona essay on a patriotic theme. This coast to coast essay competi-
tion for school age children grades 5-8 awards prizes on the local state and national levelsfor the best essays pertaining
to the subject selected fro the year. This year’'stopic is. “What Freedom Means To Me.”
We are very excited to be involved in promoting this top with our youth at a time when we see customs, trait and
tradition peculiar to the United States and its customs by celebrating el ection Veterans and Thanksgiving Day.
Dec. 2, 2008, we will announce the winners of the essay contest at a dinner at our lodge. :Look for more information
on the board in the lodge. A donation board is al so posted.
“1f you want to take care of yourself, be responsible for your own behavior, hold yourself responsible for your own
actions, feel aresponsibility to be agood and productive free citizen, promote the betterment of mankind and bring
honor to the greatest country on the face of the earth, within our wonderful, unmatched and unparalleled Constitutional
Republic then that, my friend, iSAMERICANISM. — author unknown.

TWASTHE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS, HELIVED ALL ALONE, INA ONE BEDROOM HOUSE MADE OF PLASTER AND
STONE. | HAD COME DOWN THE CHIMNEY WITH PRESENTS TO GIVE, AND TO SEE JUST WHO IN THISHOME DID LIVE. |
LOOKED ALL ABOUT, A STRANGE SIGHT | DID SEE, NO TINSEL, NO PRESENTS, NOT EVEN A TREE. NO STOCKING BY
MANTLE, JUST BOOTS FILLED WITH SAND, ON THE WALL HUNG PICTURES OF FAR DISTANT LANDS. WITH MEDALS AND
BADGES, AWARDS OF ALL KINDS, A SOBER THOUGHT CAME THROUGH MY MIND. FOR THIS HOUSE WAS DIFFERENT, IT
WAS DARK AND DREARY, | FOUND THE HOME OF A SOLDIER, ONCE | COULD SEE CLEARLY. THE SOLDIER LAY SLEEPING,
SILENT, ALONE, CURLED UP ON THE FLOOR IN THIS ONE BEDROOM HOME. THE FACE WAS SO GENTLE, THE ROOM IN
SUCH DISORDER, NOT HOW | PICTURED A UNITED STATES SOLDIER. WAS THIS THE HERO OF WHOM I'D JUST READ?
CURLED UP ON A PONCHO, THE FLOOR FOR A BED? | REALIZED THE FAMILIES THAT | SAW THIS NIGHT, OWED THEIR
LIVES TO THESE SOLDIERS WHO WERE WILLING TO FIGHT. SOON ROUND THE WORLD, THE CHILDREN WOULD PLAY,
AND GROWNUPS WOULD CELEBRATE A BRIGHT CHRISTMAS DAY. THEY ALL ENJOYED FREEDOM EACH MONTH OF THE
YEAR, BECAUSE OF THE SOLDIERS, LIKE THE ONE LYING HERE. | COULDN'T HELPWONDER HOW MANY LAY ALONE, ON
A COLD CHRISTMAS EVE IN A LAND FAR FROM HOME. THE VERY THOUGHT BROUGHT A TEAR TO MY EYE, | DROPPED
TO MY KNEESAND STARTED TO CRY. THE SOLDIER AWAKENED AND | HEARD A ROUGH VOICE, 'SANTA DON'T CRY, THIS
LIFEISMY CHOICE; | FIGHT FOR FREEDOM, | DON’'T ASK FOR MORE, MY LIFE ISMY GOD, MY! COUNTRY, MY CORPS.
THE SOLDIER ROLLED OVER AND DRIFTED TO SLEEP, | COULDN'T CONTROL IT, | CONTINUED TO WEEP. | KEPT WATCH
FOR HOURS, SO SILENT AND STILL AND WE BOTH SHIVERED FROM THE COLD NIGHT'S CHILL. | DIDN'T WANT TO LEAVE
ON THAT COLD, DARK, NIGHT, THIS GUARDIAN OF HONOR SO WILLING TO FIGHT. THEN THE SOLDIER ROLLED OVER,
WITH A VOICE SOFT AND PURE, WHISPERED, ‘CARRY ON SANTA, IT'S CHRISTMAS DAY, ALL ISSECURE." ONE LOOK AT MY
WATCH, AND | KNEW HE WAS RIGHT. MERRY CHRISTMAS MY FRIEND,! AND TO ALL A GOOD NIGHT"’




