
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To my Brothers and Sisters, 

 
Weôre into the calm before the holiday storm and every thing seems to be going well. While the boater slip leasers 

had to move their boats due to the dredging of our docks, we did get in a great Striper Tournament thanks to Mike 

and Nancy Muncer and Guy Wilkins. The weather almost cooperated and we did get in a couple of good fishing 

days. So I think we should count our blessings.  

 

The Lodge mid year internal review didnôt reveal any real surprises; our Lodge finances continue to be stable and in 

budget. Though our charitable bank balance is struggling with the reduced pull tab usage, our charitable requests continue and we still are meeting 

the requests as they come in. We continue to find ways to help our community. 75+ blankets donated to the AC rescue mission, WOW, GREAT 

JOB by our Community Activities Committee. It just shows how we as a Lodge can help! I will be talking to the Committee about other ways we 

can help our friends and neighbors in these tough times. Keep the ideas coming and letôs continue to make a difference. 

 

Our Youth Committee chaired by Julie Mandes with much help from husband Jay, and sons Joe, and Mike continue working with the other youth 

organizations to do good works in our community. We as a Lodge should be very proud of the job they (led by Julie) are doing.. Donna and Kevin 

Fulmor, with help from brother Bob, were Gung Ho for the soccer shootout; unfortunately the weather didnôt help and it was rained out. This 

showed again how supportive our members are being in the youth programs of the Lodge. Letôs not forget the Peer Leadership Conference to be 

held again in Long Branch at the Ocean Place Resort. This year our Lodge will be sending 6 kids away for the weekend. The youth of today is our 

future tomorrow. We should do all we can. In todayôs world the kids need more help to stay on the path than ever before. There are other articles 

in the newsletter letting you know about the Kids, and Special Kids Christmas parties. Donôt forget the Veterans. Come with the Vets Committee 

and visit them this Christmas, or say hello at the Lodge for the Army Navy game! 

 

Soon, I will be choosing a Committee to revise our Lodge bylaws. These are the rules and regulations specific to our Lodge. The Grand Lodge 

requires we review and revise them every five years. It is not ground breaking in that our Lodge is almost 40 years old and this has happened nu-

merous times. Still it is important and I will do my best to place the most able  

persons of our Lodge on this Committee. 

 

As I write this, new member John Johnson and son are working to fix our storage problems in the bingo room. With donated materials and lots of 

sweat they are solving a problem thatôs been a thorn in this Lodgeôs side for many years Thanks, to both of you. I gave them a tough, bad job, but 

John just looks me off and then gets it done. 

 

While Iôm giving out Thanks, Bill Joyce sometimes believe it or not goes unnoticed for all the things he does in our Lodge, Heôs at every event 

(usually a couple of days ahead of time) doing whatever is needed. He has been Co-Chairman of the maintenance Committee for two years (you 

can see the results) and has and continues to do anything and everything needed to improve this Lodge. The TVôs, the Sound System, our Com-

puter systems, and new copier setup, the projection screen and projector, Bill has been point man for all this great stuff, and still finds time to be a 

workhorse for Friday Night Food. He spends countless hours behind a Computer and tools to improve your Lodge. I could not have a better Lead-

ing Knight, and I canôt tell how much I appreciate all he has done for this Lodge, and how much easier he has made my job. 

 

Donôt forget the Trim-a-Tree Party, We should all gather together and enjoy each others fellowship. After all, this is why we became Elks! This 

will be my third Christmas party as your ER and I can say that when I see you gathering together as a Lodge it really means something, it really 

shows something, and I am so glad you have come. It should be our Lodgeôs best night. Have a good Thanksgiving and a Great Christmas! Hope 

to see all of you during this wonderful time of year. Donôt forget the less fortunate; whatever you can do, or whatever you can give will be appre-

ciated. There are signup boards in the lounge for all that were doing. If we each do a little, it will add up to a lot! 

Your Grateful ER! 

 

 

Fraternally, Dave  
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TRUSTEE REPORT - Nancy Tregnan, Chairperson 

The Board of Trustees met on November 3, 2009. 

 

 There were reports given on the status of boat slips, mortgage, the dredging project, and the feasibility of add-

ing a thirty-third boat slip. 

 

The Board of Trustees is currently reviewing a letter from our attorney regarding the additional slip and is 

considering the benefits and risks attendant to same. 

 

Please note that the next meeting of the trustees has been rescheduled to Wednesday December 2nd. 

All members are welcome.  

 

HOUSE COMMITTEE Rick Votta,  Chairperson   

 

Christmas Trim -A-Tree Party - Saturday, December 5th at 5:00pm  

Bring a covered dish with enough for your group and 4 others, and donôt forget a Christmas Tree decoration. This 

is our night to gather together as a Lodge and enjoy each others fellowship. Itôs a night to come together and re-

member who we are and what we do. Itôs a night to come together as one Lodge and be thankful for all the bless-

ings we have and the blessings we bring to others. I canôt think of anything better than to be with you on this night 

and celebrate (Dave Biggins).  

 

Party  Events 

 

NEW YEARS EVE party with Elvis. Tickets are $50 and include a buffet dinner with open bar; doors will open at 

8:30 till 1AM. Call Rick at 266-0587 to reserve your table.  

 

JANUARY 2, 2010 party with the B-STREET BAND. All net proceeds will go towards our charities. Tickets are 

$60 and include dinner with open bar; call Rick at  266-0587 to reserve your table.  

Finally to close out the first weekend of the New Year come to the Lounge to cheer on the Eagles into the playoffs. 

Come watch as the Eagles beat Dallas. 

 

Now for anyone that attends ALL THREE EVENTS AND IS STILL STANDING WITH ME, you will receive a 

special gift. 

Friday Night Food - Nancy Muncer, Chairperson 

We are entering Winter and my favorite time of year for food... Comfort food, that is. If you have a favorite family recipe for 

Pot Roast, a stew, chicken & dumplings, etc. that you would like to make, check out the sign up board in the lounge. 

We have a few open dates that need volunteer chefs.  

 

The number of member diners and their guests decrease in the winter months and this is a great time to get your start 

as a new chef at the Elks. Dot or Terry will help your night with a salad, Nancy will make some desserts, and there 

are a number of well-seasoned chefs who will lend you a hand if you wish. All you have to do is the entree. We even 

have someone to clean up your mess. What a deal!!!!! How can you resist this challenge??? And keep in mind that 

all the proceeds from Friday Night Food are being RE-INVESTED in our lodge facility.  

  

Why wait. Sign up today. Any questions, just call Nancy at 609.289.1010.  

ATTENTION COOKIE MAKERS! Please share your talents with the Veterans this holiday season 

If each volunteer provides a batch of 2 dozen cookies, we can bring a ñtouch of  homeò to our Veterans. 

See the Lounge bulletin Board or Nancy Muncer (609.289.1010) for details    



 

Youth Committee - Julie Mandes, Committee Chairperson  

When people hear "youth" they think...this is all about kids!  Well, you are only partially correct!   The youth commit-

tee is a group of adults who meet, as needed, to plan activities that will benefit the youth in our community.  Some of 

these include:  the Elks Hoop Shoot; the Elks Soccer Shoot, fundraising for Elks Programs to benefit our town's 

schools: such as the Elk's Dictionaries Projects; and more. 

 

Through the committee chairperson's attendance at the Brigantine Youth Alliance Meetings, we  

communicate with youth groups of our community and get volunteers involved in supporting valuable programs such as 

the Elks Flag Day Ceremony and the Veteran's Army/Navy Game. Any members interested in becoming involved con-

tact Julie Mandes at 609-266-4119.  We meet at the Lodge, as needed, on the third Thursday of the month.  If interested 

in coming, please contact Julie at the number above, to verify when the next meeting is.  Please feel free to email Julie 

at ttigger4@aol.com to be included on an email list to be a part of the youth committee and to be kept up to date on 

Youth Committee happenings.  We fully understand if you can't make it to every meeting.  Just donating a couple of 

hours of your time per year to one of these activities can make all of the difference in the world!  

 

ELKS HOOP SHOOT 

 

We are "shooting for" December 12th to Hold our Annual Elks Hoop Shoot at the Brigantine North Middle School 

(upon approval by the Board of Education for the use of the facilities).  It will run from 9 am - 11am. If you are able to 

spare a few hours to volunteer time to help with this wonderful activity, contact Julie.  

 

 

BRIGANTINE YOUTH ALLIANCE  

 

Julie Mandes, Elks Youth Chairperson, attends the meetings of the Brigantine Youth Alliance, which is a group that 

meets the third Wednesday of each month, as needed, at the Lodge. It consists of representatives appointed by youth 

directors in town from Girl Scouts, Church Youth Groups, and Kids for S.J.C.F.  These youth meet to communicate 

about what each youth group is doing and to see if there is any way they can support one another in a current effort/

activity and how they might support our community.  It is also a venue in which the Elks can communicate with the 

youth about what is happening at the Elks that youth can support such as the programs for the Veterans; the Walk-out 

on Drugs and more.   

A Very Special Christmas with Santa 

 

Bring your pet to the Lodge on Sunday December 6th between 1:00 and 4:00pm and have a picture taken with Santa!  

There will be treats and music to get everybody into the Holiday mood. A great keepsake or Christmas card. We request 

a 5:00 Dollar donation; ALL proceeds donated to the Humane Society in our Lodges name! 

The picture will be ready for pickup by 5:00pm the same day 

Pictures will also be available by E-Mail!  

 

 

 

Special Kids Christmas Party - Friday, December 11th, 1p - 3p 

The ñKidsò Envelope Tree will be in the Lounge any day now 

Just pick an envelope and make a Christmas gift come true for a special one 

What smiles we will see on this afternoon!  

    

Chi ldren 's Christmas Party - Sunday, December 13 at  1:00 pm 

Br ing the kids to see Santa,  his  Elves, the Toy Soldier,  the Bal loon House and MORE!  

Open to Grandchi ldren, Step-Grandchi ldren,  Nieces,  Nephews of  Lodge members 

Chi ldren 9 years old and younger accompanied by a member  of  our Lodge  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! Use sign-up board in  Lounge. DONATIONS WELCOME! 

Terry and Lenny Kachur,  Chairpersons - 609.348.4549 

mailto:ttigger4@aol.com


òSo long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget them.ñ 

Veterans Service Committee - Joe Kelly, Chairman 
Veterans Haven Visit - Wednesday, December 2nd   

We will meet at the VFW at 4:45PM. We will be bringing work gloves, and cookies and gift cards from  

Wal-Mart/WAWA.  Let me know if you can make this trip so we  can car pool. 

 

Vineland Veterans Home Christmas Trip - Thursday, December 10th  

Lodge members along with members from the VFW and the American legion will make our annual Christmas visit to 

the NJ Veterans Memorial Home at Vineland.  Our purpose is to bring some Christmas Cheer to our Veterans but, in-

variably we are the ones who leave uplifted by the courage and good will of our Vets.   

You are most welcome to join us. 

 

Lodge Hosts Veterans for Army-Navy Game - Saturday, December 12th 

The Lodge is hosting Veterans from the NJ Veterans Memorial Home at Vineland, Veterans Haven in Ancora, as well 

as local Veterans to watch the Army-Navy Football game.  Disabled Veterans Chapters 70 and 10 as well as Order of 

the Purple Heart Chapter 155 have also been extended an invitation. 

 

Veterans and their guests will arrive at 11:15 AM for check-in and seating.  At 12 Noon a Prayer, followed by a Flag 

ceremony and Official Welcome will take place.  A meal of Prime Rib or Crab Cakes will follow. After the meal ñpre-

game pageantryò and fellowship will lead to kick-off at 2:30 PM.  At 5:30 a "Tailgate" supper will be served after 

which our guests will depart.     

PLEASE try to be here to serve, clean up or, MOST IMPORTANTLY, give some of your time to say hello and Thank 

You!  Why not host your favorite Veteran[s] to the days festivities?  

Just sign on with any member of the Veterans Service Committee. 

 

Donations made to the Veterans Service Committee 

$250 from the Brigantine Firefighters.  

$50 donated by " a boater".  

Close to $1,700 from the Lodge Fall Striper Classic Tournament  

 (26 boats and 14 surf fishermen participated) 

 

 

 

 

 ñLetôs Say Thanksò Program from XEROX 

This program allows you say Thanks to a Soldier 

This web site, www.LetsSayThanks.com, allows you to select a Thank You card and then XEROX will  print it and 

send it to a soldier. While it is not possible to designate a particular person, it will go to a 

member of the armed services. 

How wonderful it would be if everyone in our Elks community reached out and sent one! 

It is FREE and just takes 10 seconds.   

Whether you are for or against the war, our soldiers are doing their job.  

We want them to know we appreciate them and the job they are doing.  

Please pass along this information to family, friends an colleagues. 

Memorial  

Day 

 

November 

2009   

http://www.letssaythanks.com/


Lounge Hours 

Monday 

  3 p - 11 p 

Tuesday thru Friday  

 2 p - 11 p  

Saturday & Sunday 

 Noon  - 11 p  

Holidays   

Open at Noon 

 

Members - use your card key at Lounge En-

trance and sign-in all guests 
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 2nd & 4th Tuesday @ 7:30 p 

HOUSE MEETING  

3rd Wednesday @7pm 

TRUSTEES MEETING 

1st Tuesday @ 7 p  

IT MEETING  

2nd Thursday @ 6 p  

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat Su;n 

 1 2  

VETERANS 

HAVEN  

4:45P 

Trustees 

Mtg 7p 

3 4 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

FOOD 

 

5 

TREE 

TRIM-

MING  

PARTY  

6 

PAST MEMBERS 

MEMORIAL  

11A 

PETS W SANTA 

11 OôCLOCK TOAST 

7 

Veterans 

Services Mtg 

7p 

 

 

8 

Community Svs 

Mtg 6:30p 

Lodge Mtg  

7:30p 

9 10 

VISIT TO  

VETERANS 

HOME  

IT Mtg  

6p 

11 

SPECIAL KIDS 

PARTY 

1-3 P 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

FOOD 

12 

ARMY -

NAVY 

GAME W 

VETER-

ANS 

13 

CHILDRENS  

PARTY 1P 

14 15 16 17 18 

FRIDAY NIGHT 

19 

 

20 

21 

Antler  

Articles Due 

22 

Community Svs 

Mtg 6:30p 

Lodge Mtg  

7:30p 

23 24 

CHRISTMAS 

EVE 

 

25 

CHRISTMAS DAY  

26 

 

27 

28 

 

29 30 

 

31 

NEW 

YEARôS 

EVE 

PARTY W 

ELVIS  

8P 

1 JANUARY 

NEW YEARôS DAY 

2 JANU-

ARY 

PARTY 

W 

B-

STREET 

BAND  

3 JANUARY 

 

FOOTBALL SUNDAY  

DECEM B ER 2009 



 

 

 

From the Editorôs Corner - Susan Pierce (609 .892 .8300;susan.p ie rce@comcast .ne t) 

The recent months have been busy for the Committees and volunteers. What a wonderful job they do!  

This is your newsletter so, tell me what you like or donôt like or want to read more about. 

Some folks donôt like the ñhistoryò lessons; many want to hear more member stories; many want to know how they can 

help out the Lodge in doing ñsmallò tasks     

 

New Jersey Elks State Association Fall Conference - Dave Biggins, Exalted Ruler 

 

Taking a trip up the parkway in a raging Norôeaster to go to the New Jersey Elks  Fall Convention was quite an experi-

ence on Friday afternoon; the wind was howling and carried a driving rain. I donôt think that anywhere can match a 

multiple day storm when itôs pounding the Jersey coast. I received almost hourly updates from concerned members let-

ting me know the Lodge and boats were riding out the storm in good shape. The weather didnôt dampen my enthusiasm 

as I knew this was going to be a good weekend, meeting with fellow Elks from the State of New Jersey.  

 

It was well worth the trip as there were new programs announced and old programs reinforced. The biggest one in my 

mind was an initiative introduced in conjunction with TD Bank North, ñthere will be more about this in a separate arti-

cle in this months Antlers Newsletterò 

 

.Bill Joyce our Leading Knight and his wife Kathy joined Joyce and I as we again renewed friendship with many Elks 

from Lodges across the State. Having Bill there was a great comfort as he and I went to the business sessions on Satur-

day morning and the learning sessions in the afternoon. I know I really benefited from the sessions and Iôm sure Bill did 

too. The Grand Exalted Ruler The Honorable James R. Nicholson was in attendance along with our new State sponsor 

the Honorable Paul Helsel last years Grand Exalted Ruler  

 

There was a great opening to the sessions and when it was all concluded New Jersey received much praise from the 

Grand Lodge officers in attendance. The high point of the meeting came when the totals were announced  for donations 

from each Lodge for both Camp Moore and the Elks National Foundation. Over 227,000.00 Dollars was raised for 

Camp Moore and the Miracle on the Mountain Fund and almost 70,000.00 Dollars was raised for The Elks National 

Foundation. Our Lodge has continued to be a large contributor to both these funds and I always receive an extra nod as 

our contributions are announced. I consider this a real tribute to you the members of this Lodge and the great stuff you 

do to make our charitable contributions possible. You are doing a great job and I get such a good feeling about all of 

you when I receive these compliments from Elks from other Lodges. I donôt want to forget Harry, our own Past State 

President, as he made the trek up to Long Branch on Saturday to make the business sessions. If anything, the weather on 

Saturday early morning was worse up north for traveling.  

 

I had a little panic attack Saturday during the morning business session. I thought I had lost a check, but Harry helped 

me get thru it and I eventually found the lost check in my sport coat pocket. Thatôs often the way it is; you canôt believe 

you lost something important and then you find it right where you left it, in your own pocket. All in all, it was the best 

Fall Conference that I have attended as your Exalted Ruler and, I thank you for the opportunity for letting me do so. 

. 

Elks Memorial Service - Sunday, December 6th - Dave Biggins 

The Elks Memorial service to our Absent Members will take place at 11:00 am in our Lodge room on the second floor. 

It is a ceremony that gives us all a few minutes to reflect on the good friends and fellow members we have lost, not 

only in the past year, but in all the years of our Lodge. If you can, please attend as a tribute to our Absent Members. I 

have found it to be a truly moving and peaceful experience and well worth the half hour out of our busy schedulesé 

 

Also, we will perform the 11 Oôclock toast at halftime of the 1pm game 

in memory of our ABSENT MEMBERS 



HELPING HANDS  

Our Lodge donated 75 Blankets to the Atlantic City Rescue Mission Blanket Drive.  
Thank you al l ! 

 

A New Initiative is in the Works  - Jeanne DiCecco 

 

Several of our Lodge Members who work at the AtlantiCare Regional Medical Center have been 

talking about what could be done to support hospitalized members. There have been a number of instances over last 

year where members of our lodge were hospitalized locally and no one from our lodge knew about it and didnôt have 

the opportunity to send their thoughts and a fraternal smile to them.   

As a number of our members are employees of AtlantiCare Regional Medical Center, we would like to be able to reach 

out to fellow Elks when they are in our hospital setting and face a tough time.    

Of course we respect everyoneôs privacy and will not be intrusive. 

Certainly, we would not stop by uninvited.  

   

As this new program evolves you will read more about it in future issues of Antlers and on the web site.  

 

OUR THOUGHTS ARE WITH YOU  

 Hospitalized 

Al Beagle 

Recovering from surgery  
     

Tom Tucker  

Steve Mahan   

    

Passings  

Frank Santarsiero  

Art Wrightsonsô mother  

Jeff Wynkoopôs mother  

Joe Kilroyôs son 

 

Dot Mathieson handles care packages, flowers, fruit baskets, etc. to any 

Elk who is ill or in distress. If you know of someone who could use our 

help and thoughts, please let Dot know  at 609.485.2467; feel free to leave 

a message.   

A reminder to all Elks and their families 

Should a member pass away  

the officers will perform the Elks Funeral Service at your request 

Please contact the Exalted Ruler, Dave Biggins, for arrangements. 

TD BankNorth and the New Jersey Elks team up to benefit Camp Moore 

Under its new charitable program, TD BankNorth has agreed to donate one half of one percent of all monies held 

in Elks members bank accounts! Our members only have to notify the local branch in writing that they are a mem-

ber of the Elks and the bank will automatically compute the total amount of money held by the bank at the end of 

the year. Then the bank will make a donation of one half of one percent to Elks Camp Moore. For example, if all 

the Elks members in the State of New Jersey had One Million Dollars deposited with TD BankNorth at the end of 

the year the bank would give to a donation of Five Thousand Dollars to Camp Moore. Itôs that simple. Information 

sheets and Forms are available at the Lodge. If you have any questions you can call or see Dave Biggins. There is 

a lot more to this program, but this is a good starting point to announce this wonderful program - more to follow 

next month. 

 

Emergency Medical kits 

The cub scouts have put together a great little medical chest. 

It has lots of basic needs stuff that you would use everyday, such as band aids and antiseptic cream. They cost only 

$5 and are great for the car, boat, RV, dorm room, summer house. 

Why not buy one as a ñstocking stufferò?  

 

Please support our scouts and purchase a medical kit. They are now available in the lounge. 
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UPCOMING  
A busy personal schedule for all 

and 

an action packed calendar of events planned by the Lodge 

as you will see in this Antlers newsletter 

 

You are a valued member of our Lodge and we wish the Best of Holidays to you! 

To you and your families and friends: 

We wish you 

health, happiness and the growing fellowship of your Elks brethren    

HAPPY HOLIDAY  


