
 

To my Brothers and Sisters, 
 
Joyce and I have just returned from the Grand Lodge Convention in 
Portland Oregon. Portland was a great city to visit and it’s nice to 
be home. This year’s national convention was the best one I have 
attended. We really enjoyed our trip and got to visit two very nice 
Lodges. You can read elsewhere in the Antlers for the convention 
report. Also, I put together a booklet of each day at the convention 
for all of you to see. It is now in the main vestibule at the Lodge.  
 
For us, as a Lodge, there is one very important resolution which 
was passed by the Grand Lodge this year. Individual Lodges may 
now form a separate 501c3 corporation which allows the Lodge to 

receive cash donations directly, with the Donator able to deduct it on his tax return. There 
are details to work out and the Lodge must approve it on the floor, but this will have a real 
positive impact on our Lodge. Linda Camerota will be the point person to help everyone un-
derstand the process and the benefits. I have asked her to make a report at our next Lodge 
meeting on Tuesday, July 28

th
.  

 
As I’m writing this we are getting ready for this years Seafood Fest. As of this morning the 
weather report has changed from rain to sunshine. I won’t comment further because I don’t 
want to jinx us! This years committee, Dee Brown and Scott Harris (yes, that’s it, only two 
people) have done an unbelievable job. This is a big, labor intensive event, and these two 
members have done it all themselves. What a job! Especially Scott who has been a work-
horse. I left him in the kitchen Thursday night around 9:00pm and he was still at it. Other 
members are beginning to jump in with food prep and setup as normally happens. The next 
time you see Scott or Dee you should give them a big “Well Done” for getting us there!  
The event was approximately double the size of last years Seafood Fest. We finished our 
prep and setup just in time and hit the ground running, cruising through large hungry crowds 
with virtually no waiting. The final numbers aren’t in yet, but with a $15,000 Dollar plus gross 
this will rival the Clambake. Scott did it all, with Dee’s help, and he also bar backed the Tiki 
Bar during the event. I know one thing; Scott had to have been beat on Sunday! 
 
So far the Lodge has been having a banner year and hopefully this will continue. Our Chari-
table donations to the Elks National Foundation, the Veterans, and others are up this year 
and we will continue to be leaders in our community in charitable good works. Due to the 
success of the Seafood Fest and Fashion Show our Special Children’s accounts are in great 
shape, but our charitable account in other areas is straining to keep up, so, in the fall we will 
be having an event with the proceeds being earmarked for our Lodges charitable account to 
pump it up. Eventually more money going into our charitable account will be a direct benefit 
of the 501c3 donations I mentioned above. All in all things continue to improve around the 
Lodge. With your help it will continue. 
 

Fraternally, Dave 
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HOUSE COMMITTEE   
On July 31 the Tiki Bar will be open for Friday night food. I understand from Nancy she will be 
putting together a steak-out. That’s right we will be grilling steaks. Look for Art’s drink specials. 
Music is planned as well. It will be a fun time so bring your friends. 
 
We will be placing an order this week for our new sound system. Installation will follow. It will be 
a state of art system with the flexibility to meet everyone’s needs. Stay tuned. 
 
Dave is planning an Oktoberfest this fall. So that leaves us with one social permit for the rest of 
the year. If you have any ideas let us know.  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING July 7, 2009  (Nancy Tregnan, Chairperson) 

A contract with Petroshi Big Top for $325 was approved for rental of a Mini -Slide for 

Seafood Fest. 

A lengthy discussion ensued regarding safety and security issues at public events as 

related to liability. The Board shared its concerns with the House Committee at its 

meeting on July 15. Efforts continue to address these matters.  

The Board approved purchase (or rental) of a freezer chest for $500 - $600 for Sea-

food Fest. This emergency measure was necessary because our large freezer unit is 

not functional and needs to be replaced. Due to the major cost of replacement, it 

was felt that time was needed for comparative pricing and installation. The existing 

unit will be replaced as soon as possible because it is an absolute necessity for our 

events. 

Next meeting will be Tuesday August 04 at 7:00 pm. 

Getting’ ready for some football! 
Thanks to the donations of many, many members our TV fund is now over Two Thousand Dol-

lars. This fall we will be adding two more flat screen TV’s to replace the old TV’s on either side 

of the big flat screen we installed last year. The lounge will be the place to catch all the football 

action this season, and don’t forget to bring munchies to share with your fellow members.  

Lots of help is needed!! 
On Sunday August 9

th
 at 8 am, we are going to paint the exterior stucco walls of the Lodge. 

John Hand has a paint sprayer and we will need about six or seven guys to give him a hand. 

Bring a long roller pole if you have one. If we get enough help we will be able to get the work 

done in a day. Come out and help paint your Lodge! 

Check out the Lodge Merchandise 
 

See the display case in the Game Room or the 
Merchandise Catalog at  www.brigantineelks.com/merchandise.html.   

 

Items can be purchased in the Lounge from the bartender on duty. 
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145th Annual Grand Lodge Session 
  

Held July 5
th
 thru 9

th
, 2009 in Portland Oregon 

At precisely 8:00pm on Sunday the Honorable James W. Damon, PGER opened The Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks One Hundred and Forty Fifth annual Grand lodge Session. The open-
ing ceremony included the parade of flags. Our new State President Thomas Zisa proudly waved 
the state flag of New Jersey.  
 
The business sessions of the convention took place Monday through Thursday from 7:30am until 
around noon. During these sessions a New Grand Exalted Ruler James L. Nicholson was elected, 
over thirty committees gave year end reports and eighteen resolutions were considered and voted 
on by the delegates. There were four resolutions important to the membership. The first one was 
whether an Elk could be a member of two Lodges at the same time. This was voted down. The sec-
ond one was to require any member filing charges in the subordinate forum against another  
member to pay an amount of One Hundred Dollars as a deposit against the costs of the Lodge. 
This was passed. Number Three concerned e-Mail, essentially acknowledging that e-Mail is a legal 
form of notification, and defining what it can be used for. This was passed. The fourth amendment 
stated that, a lodge or State Association may establish and maintain under such terms and condi-
tions as provided by Grand Lodge Statutes and Lodge and State Association by-laws, one or more 
charitable, educational or philanthropic projects. A Lodge corporation formed under this Article shall 
comply with the provisions of section 16.030 unless otherwise required by the laws of the state 
where incorporated. This amendment overwhelmingly passed. The business of our Order was ex-
peditiously handled by the Officers of the Grand lodge and there was very little disagreement 
among the attendees. 
   
The Bradenton, Florida Lodge #1511 won the Ritual Contest and New Jersey’s Lake Hopatcong 
Lodge finished in the top ten. 

   
There were a total of 6920 attendees which included 3575 voting delegates seeing to the business 
of the Order. A highlight was the presentation of the two Elks Nation Foundation Sixty Thousand 
Dollar Scholarships. There were numerous awards and presentations and the convention con-
cluded with a very moving memorial service to our absent Brothers and Sisters.  

 
There is a binder in our Lodge Vestibule with each day’s convention newsletter along with a copy of 
our new Grand Exalted Ruler’s acceptance speech. Please feel free to look through the binder but 

return it for other members to read it.  

From your Editor Susan 
This Antlers edition for August is my second one since responding to the help call to fill the 

shoes of the prior editor. It is certainly is a time sensitive task to gather all of the up-to-minute 
 details and get you a newsletter through the mail and on time each month. Over the next 

months you will be seeing differences as we set out to make things simpler and make changes 
to the format. Our goal here is to offer you a professional looking newsletter with content that 

keeps us all informed about our Lodge and all of you as members and volunteers.  
I welcome any comments and suggestions that you may have. Just reach out to me by phone at 

(609) 892.8300 or email at susan.marie.pierce@comcast.net. 
    



 

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

 
 

  July 31  
Friday Night Food 

1 2 

3 
 

4 
Trustees 
Meeting 7 pm 

5 6 7 
 

Friday Night  Food 

8 9 

10 11 
Lodge Meeting 
7 pm 

12 
Lodge IT  

Meeting  7:30 
pm 

13 14 
 

Friday Night Food 

15 16 

17 18 19 
House Meet-
ing 7 pm 

20 21 
Friday Night Food 

 

22 23 

24 25 
Lodge Meeting 
7 pm 

26 27 28 BAYFEST  
Friday Night  Food 

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC 

29 BAYFEST 
Scholarships 
announced 

30 BAYFEST 

31       

AUGUST 2009 

Lounge Hours 
Monday          3 pm - 11 pm 
Tuesday thru Friday 2 pm - 11 pm  
Saturday & Sunday  Noon  - 11 pm 

Holidays  Open at Noon 

Members - use your card key at 

Lounge Entrance and sign-in all guests 

EVERY MONTH  

LODGE MEETING  

 2nd & 4th Tuesday 

7 pm 

HOUSE MEETING  

3rd Wednesday 

7 pm 

TRUSTEES MEETING  

1st Tuesday 

7 pm 

Notice to all Members 
Be sure to enter the Lodge through the lounge 

entrance using your key card. If you bring a non-

member or guest they must sign the Guestbook 

located just inside the lounge entrance door. This 

is required by the New Jersey State Alcohol Bev-

erage Commission. Failure to do so will affect our 

Liquor License. Please help protect your Lodge 

by ensuring all guests are properly signed in. 

Thank You!!! 

 Don’t forget to stay in touch when you're away 
See our Lodge happenings at http://brigantineelks.com/.  
How about visiting other local Elks Lodges or across the 
country? You can find them with our Elks Lodge Locator. 

LETôS HELP OUR VETERANS 
A new partnership between the Elks and the charitable affiliate of the 

Vietnam Veterans of America are raising funds to assist soldiers   

returning from Iraq and Afghanistan, as well as all Veterans of the 

nations wars.  The metal collections cans on the bar in the lounge is 

the way you can help.  Please give what you can!!! 

http://brigantineelks.com/


Summertime Dining at the Lodge - the place to be on Friday Nights  
Thanks to new cooks, Sue & Fran Folcher (& their crew) for the great kebobs.  
 

July 31
st
 we will offer a Steak-Out night and grilled shrimp over Caesar salad. 

August 7
th
,Seafood  Extravaganza Karl Stock, the Joyces & Scott Harris  

August 14
th
 Walker family will be serving ribs and pulled beer butt chicken. 

August 21
st
, new cooks Frank & Gaynelle will be doing tex-mex.  

Friday August 28
th
 is part of Bayfest weekend and open to the public. 

Food may be purchased with food tickets and T-shirts will be on sale.  
Check the Lounge Board or website for the exact menus. 

No doubt we will be busy on many of these Friday nights so enjoy the fellowship of the Lodge to 
dine, have a drink or two and enjoy the view. We plan on serving dinner outside weather permitting.  
Friday night food is for members and their guests only. If you are bringing any guests, please make 
sure that you sign your guest in when entering the lounge.  If you plan on bringing a party of 10 or 
more, please call Nancy Muncer 609-289-1010, or Linda Camerota 609-266-2346 so we can better 
accommodate you.        

Seafood Fest 
WOW!!! What a beautiful day and a smashing event to go along with it!  

There were people arriving in the back yard at fifteen minutes to four to get some of our home-
made crab cakes (John Hand style) and other seafood de-
lights. Everyone waited patiently and by the 4:30 opening 
we were already serving it all up. John Bewley DJ’d for us 
and Eddie’s Garage Band had the whole yard dancing. The 
bartenders did a great job all evening keeping the spirits 
flowing and all our customers happy.  
 
Everything ran super smooth and the only thing we need to 
do next year is order more seafood! Which is what we did 
this year!!! This event has just about doubled in size each 
of the last three years and will just continue to get bigger 
and better.  
 
Thanks to the chairpersons Dee Brown and Scott Harris. They both went above and beyond to 
make this the best Seafood Fest ever. The only thing that needs to be improved is to start and 
complete the prep work earlier in the week; having a job can sometimes interfere with your Elks 
volunteering. The work crews, food servers, kitchen guys, grillers, ticket sales, raffle sales, clam 
steamers and openers, trash detail, and all the other volunteers did a great job for Special Kids!   

 Sponsor Acknowledgement 
The Sun, Sand and Style Fashion Show Committee extends its deepest appreciation to Gallo 
Roofing, a major sponsor in this year's event.  All our sponsors and supporters enabled the 

committee to generate monies to purchase additional handicap beach wheelchairs.  

Welcome to our new Publicity Chairperson, John Leon 
 

Help is needed on the Pull Tab Committee—No experience needed. 
Call Kathy Joyce if you can help. 609-948-5219 
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UPCOMING  
EVENTS!!!  

August 28-30th  Bayfest!!!! 
August 29th Scholarships Announced 

Sept 28 Lodge Golf Tournament 

Friday August 28
th

 starts Bayfest week-end. 
We are open to the public for Friday Night Food. 
Food may be purchased and T-shirts will be on 

sale.  


