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To my Brothers and Sisters,  
 
  
I hope everyone had a safe, happy holiday season; itôs amazing how Christmas flies by. It 
seems as we get older that, there isnôt nearly as many hours in a day as there used to be. 

Speaking of time flying by, as February begins it is now time for our Lodgeôs annual Officer 
Elections. This year the membership will decide who will govern the Lodge from April 1

st
 2010 

until March 31
st
 2011. There is notice elsewhere in the newsletter with more specific election 

information. I do want to make a comment on the election campaigns, and itôs pretty simple. We are all Brothers and 
Sisters in this Lodge and each candidateôs campaign should reflect that. Each person running for office should state 
their qualifications, tell the membership of their plan for the upcoming year. Let people know what you have done for 
the Lodge in past years and, more importantly how you are going to work for this Lodge in the next year. All candi-
dates should remember we are an Elks Lodge, and no one should speak ill of another member, especially those run-
ning for an Officer position.  Itôs wrong, and it has no place within our Lodge. Let your actions be the deciding factor, 
not your pointing finger. I know I got a little wordy there, but I have such good feelings for this Lodge, that I hate to 
see it when someone does not follow their obligation, and then uses the excuse ñitôs only Politicsò. 

Itôs almost time for planning meetings to start for the spring and the summer events. If anyone is interested in head-
ing up an event or being on a Committee let me know. There is a lot of work to do and we are going to need every-
oneôs help to have a successful year.  

The Bylaws Committee has been working to update and revise our Bylaws, along with the boat slip rules and regula-
tions. It is coming together and they are ready for review and comment by the membership. The revised Bylaws are 
posted upstairs on the bulletin board next to the Treasurers office, and the boat slip rules and regulation are on the 
board in the Lounge. These will be presented to the membership for voting in February.  

On the 16th of this month we celebrate the Birth of the Order of Elks. Check out the interesting history article 
elsewhere in the newsletter.  
 
Our Lodge has been given a great gift; a new member and his wife have donated Five Thousand Dollars to our 
Lodge. He asks only that it be split evenly between the Special Childrenôs Committee and the Veterans Service 
Committee. Thank you so much for this contribution to our charitable funds.  

Donôt forget the ñB Street Band cruise for Two Raffleò as all profits will go to further bolster our charity account. The 
cruise to Bermuda includes food and alcoholic beverages and surely will be a great time. I really hope I win, but if I 
donôt, then I hope you do! 

Fraternally,  

Dave 

 

 

 

 

Exalted Ruler 

David Biggins 

400 W. Bayshore Drive 
Brigantine, NJ 08203 
(609) 266-9826 



Trustee Report  - Nancy Tregnan, Chairperson 
The Trustees met on 1/05/10. The meeting was well-attended. 

There were a number of questions regarding the Dredging Project, which the Chairperson addressed via telephone to 
the City Engineer. He informed us that there was a pre-dredging survey conducted, and that a post-dredging survey 
must be performed. He will report back to us when the post-dredging project has been completed. 
 
The trustees reconsidered the position which they had taken at their December meeting regarding the elimination of the 
volunteer hours required for individuals to remain on the Boat Slip Waiting List. Following a lengthy discussion with a 
wide range of input, it was decided by the trustees to re-affirm their position to eliminate this requirement. Volunteer 
hours will no longer be a requirement necessary for individuals to remain on the Waiting List. The requirement for Slip 
Holders to perform 25 service hours to maintain their slips continues to be in effect. It goes without saying that all mem-
bers are encouraged to continue to volunteer their time to promote the many worthy projects of our organization. 
 
The trustees approved payment of attorney fees incurred for further review of the Waterfront Development Plan. 
 
The treasurer presented his monthly report to the Board. 

The next meeting of the trustees is February 2
nd

 at 7:00 p. All members are welcome. 
 

House Committee  ï Rick Votta, Chairperson 
The super bowl is on 2/7/10. Come on out to the lodge for our Super Bowl Tailgate Party! The outside grills will be fired 
up to cook your favorites. The yard will be open to park your vehicles & for the BBQ. So stop by & bring your friends. 
The activities start at 4pm. 
 
Donôt forget to support our cruise raffle. Tickets are $10. The winner will receive two spots & all drinks are included. You 
also will be the special guests of the b-street band. 
 
Help needed to sell raffle tickets. The lodges charity accounts are depleted & we need an infusion of $. The cruise raffle 
could be a great way to raise the needed funds. Our goal is to sell 1000 tickets. Call Rick to get your envelope of 15 
tickets to sell. 
 

 
 

Friday Night Food ï Nancy Muncer, Chairperson 
Chilly weather is upon us so stop in the Lodge on Friday nights for a drink (or two), catch up with some friends, and en-
joy a good meal at a great price. Speaking of a good meal next up on January 29th is Linda Camerota-Wynkoop with 
Mustard Crusted Salmon or Chicken Rustica. On Feb. 5th Fran Heineman & Joe Picardi & crew will be dishing out 
homemade soup and a hot sandwich. If that doesn't warm you up, nothing will. We have moved up our 3rd Annual 
Soup Cook-off to February 12

th
 (before Lent). Who will win the prized apron this year? Join the list of "Contestants" by 

entering your name on the sign-up board. Just list your name, not your soup name. Then, on the 12th by 5:30p bring 
your soup (preferably in a crockpot) to the Lodge. If you don't want to make a soup you can still join in the fun for a 
small charge by taste testing the soups and voting for your favorite. We will have salad, rolls & crackers as well. Each 
year this event gets bigger and better, so join in on the fun. Menus for the rest of February are not yet set. Check the 
website or sign up board in lounge for what is cooking. As always, volunteers are needed. Any questions, just call 
Nancy at #609-289-1010.  

 

 

Four Wheel Drive Beach Permit Raffle  
The Lodge is raffling off a beach permit for this coming year. Tickets are only $5 ï see a bartender. 

All proceeds will benefit our Elks charitable account. The cost of this permit has been donated to the Lodge, 
so this can be a good way to raise funds. 

The raffle goes off on February 26
th
 so, get a ticket soon. 

Important Notice to all Members  
Brigantine Lodge elections for officers will be held at the second regular Lodge meeting in the month of February; 

Tuesday February 23
rd

 ï the meeting begins at 7:30pm. 
Any Member may run for any office within the Lodge. Nominations must be made on the Lodge floor at the first 

meeting in February - Tuesday February 9
th
. The positions to be voted on are Exalted Ruler, Leading Knight, Loyal 

Knight, Lecturing Knight, Secretary, Treasurer, Tiler, and Five year Trustee. 
The positions of Inner Guard, Chaplain, and Esquire are appointed by the incoming Exalted Ruler. 

If anyone has any questions concerning Officer duties or election protocol,  
please contact Secretary George or ER Dave. 



VETERANS SERVICE COMMITTEE ï Joe Kelly, Chairperson 
 ñSo long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget themò 

 
The NJ Veterans Memorial Home at Vineland has advised us that they no longer need color TV's. 

Thank you so much for your support of this program. 
  

Save the date - Sunday June 13 - Flag Day / Veterans Appreciation Day  
Our plan is to present a formal Flag ceremony and also provide a day of fun, food, and fellowship to 

100 veterans and their guests. Stay tuned as details are finalized. 
  

Thank You To Our Benefactors  
Your donations help us to do what we can in enriching the lives of our Veterans. 

 
Our next committee meeting is Monday Feb. 8th at 6:00PM--All members are welcome. 

 
What is a Veteran?  

 
 
 

 
                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 members of our Lodge received awards for their  
service to the community.  

 
Shown here:  John, Brian, Sam, Bill, Augie, Dave, Otto  

Don Williams is not shown  
 
 
 
 
 
 
HELPING HANDS 

The Red Cross will be at the Lodge on Monday February 8
th

  
to hold its Winter Blood Drive from 1p until 7p.  

Please come and give blood, it is needed now more than ever.  
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  

The Community Activities Committee has placed contribution containers in the Lounge  
for the Haitian Earthquake Relief Fund. Please help out.  

All donations will be given directly to the Red Cross.  
 
 
OUR THOUGHTS ARE WITH YOU  

 
 Hospitalized  
Frank Koch - Surgery 
Gus Kosta under Hospice Care 
Danny Whitmore in Rehab   
Recovering from Surgery        
Gail Gallagher  
Frank Janoski 
Passings  
Andy Grossmanôs father  

Dot Mathieson handles care packages, flowers, fruit baskets, etc. 
to any Elk who is ill or in distress. If you know of someone who 

could use our help and thoughts, please let Dot know  at 

609.485.2467; feel free to leave a message.   
------------------------------------------- 

A reminder to all Elks and their families 

Should a member pass away the officers will perform 
the Elks Funeral Service at your request 

Please contact the Exalted Ruler, Dave Biggins, for arrangements. 

  

A veteran is someone who, at one point in his or her life, wrote a blank check made payable to 
óThe United States of Americaô for an amount of óup to and including my lifeô. 

 

                     



How the Elks Began . . . It all started with the Jolly Corks  
The moving spirit for the Elks was an Englishman named Charles Algernon Sidney Vivian. Born 
October 22, 1842, this son of a clergyman was a successful comic singer and dancer in the music 
halls of London.  
 
In November 1867, Vivian arrived in New York City to try his fortune. Other actors and entertainers 
soon gravitated toward his magnetic personality. With everything closed on Sunday because of 
New York City Blue Laws, a group of theatrical people began meeting for their own amusement 
under Vivian's leadership. A loose organization was formed to make sure the larder was well-
stocked for these gatherings. They called themselves the Jolly Corks, a name derived from a trick 
introduced by Vivian in which the uninitiated purchased a round of refreshments.  

When one of their members died shortly before Christmas in 1867, leaving his wife and children destitute, the Jolly 
Corks decided that in addition to good fellowship, they needed a more enduring organization to serve those in need.  
 
On February 16, 1868, they established the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks  and elected Vivian to head it. 

Its social activities and benefit performances increased the popularity of the new Order. 
Membership grew rapidly. Elks traveling to other cities spread the word of the Brother-
hood of Elks. Soon there were requests for Elks Lodges in cities other than New York. In 
response to these appeals, the Elks asked the New York State legislature for a charter 
authorizing the establishment of a Grand Lodge with the power to establish local Lodges 
anywhere in the United States. When the Grand Lodge Charter was issued, the founders 
then received the first local charter as New York Lodge No. 1 on March 10, 1871.  
 

         Dissension soon erupted. Legitimate actors headed by George F. McDonald wanted to restrict membership to the 
theatrical profession. This view was opposed by Vivian and his friends. Taking advantage of Vivian's absence due to an 
out-of-town engagement, the McDonald group summarily expelled Vivian and several of his closest friends. Years later 
the Order rectified this illegal act, but it gave rise to a controversy whether Vivian was actually the founder of the Order. 
In 1897, a formal inquiry firmly established his right to this honored title.  
       Vivian continued, after his expulsion from the Order, to enchant audiences across the country. He starred with some 
of the largest road companies of the time. Together with his actress wife, the former Imogene Holbrook, Vivian set up a 
repertoire theater in Leadville, Colorado. Shortly thereafter he died of pneumonia on March 20, 1880. In 1889, the Elks 
moved his body from Leadville, Colorado, to Mt. Hope Cemetery, Boston, Massachusetts. Mrs. Vivian received a sti-
pend from the Order her husband founded until her death in 1931.  
 
The legacy of Charles Vivian continues to this day.  

¶ In addition to aiding members in distress, the Elks raise money for children with disabilities, college scholarships, 
youth projects and recreational programs for patients in veteran's hospitals.  

¶ On June 14, 1907 the Order held a Flag Day observance. This tradition later was declared a national holiday by 
President Harry S. Truman.  

¶ During World War I, the Elks funded and equipped the first two field hospitals in France and built a 72-room com-
munity house in Camp Sherman, Ohio, and a 700-bed rehabilitation hospital in Boston, which they turned over to 
the War Department. They also raised money for the Salvation Army's frontline canteens. Their loans to 40,000 
returning veterans for college, rehabilitation and vocational education were the precursor of the GI Bill.  

¶ When World War II broke out, the Elks were the only civilian organization asked to help recruit construction workers 
for the military, a task that was completed three months ahead of schedule. The Elks also contributed more than 
half a million books to the Merchant Marines so that their men would have reading material on board ship.  

¶ The Korean War again brought out the best in the Elks. They donated more than half a million pints of blood to help 
wounded soldiers.  

¶ When the wounded from Vietnam needed help, the Elks responded. They provided the funds for a recreation pavil-
ion at the Navy Hospital on Guam. The wounded at Tripler Medical Center in Hawaii were sweltering in the heat. 
When the Elks heard of their plight, they purchased 24 air-conditioning units so these patriots could recuperate in 
some degree of comfort.  

¶ When Operation Desert Storm took place, the Elks again led the support for our fighting men and women in the 
Persian Gulf. Subordinate Lodges undertook letter-writing campaigns to help keep up the spirits of the defenders of 
freedom. The Elks were also among the first to welcome them home and thank them for a job well done.  

 
Our story is long; our work is humble; our history is proud. As long as there are those who need our help,  

the Elks will be there to give aid and comfort.  
 

(This comes from the history page on the National Elks website - www.elks.org) 

 



The Editorôs Corner ï Susan Pierce 
(609.892.8300; susan.marie.pierce@comcast.net) 

 
The Brigantine Elks IT Committee has changed its name to the Communications Committee.  

For the past year, this committee, chaired by Fran Heineman, has overseen the 
design and administration of our website, www.brigantineelks.com. Besides those involved with the website, 

members of the Antlers Newsletter and Public Relations Committees participated. 
 

It is ER Dave Bigginsô intention that this entire team be the face of the Brigantine Elks to its members and the public. 
This vision spurred the name change. The committee strives to provide the most relevant and timely information 

to our members and non-members, while using each of our communication vehicles to deliver  
the right content to the right audience. The committee members include Fran Heineman (Committee Chairperson), 

Dave Biggins, Fran Chambers (Resident Photographer), Jeanne DiCecco, Bill Joyce, Kathy Joyce, John Leon (Public 
Relations), Susan Marie Pierce (Antlers Newsletter Editor), and Biz West. 

Look for future updates as we seek to improve our services. 
 

Member Profile - Linda Fisher  
 
I've been an Elk for 6 years. When I first became an Elk, I never thought of being an Officer until 2 
years ago. Our current Exalted Ruler, Dave Biggins, was in his 2nd term and asked me if I would 
like to be Inner Guard. I was little hesitant, but I agreed. I am currently serving as Esteemed 
Lecturing Knight.  
 
My "role" as Esteemed Lecturing Knight is Brotherly Love. This is very touching to me.  
When I recite my "role" during the Ritual, I feel it deep inside. Brotherly Love is exactly what  
everyone should be, Elk or not. It is friendship, words of kindness, acts of kindness, sympathy, etc. 

If everyone felt it like I do, can you just imagine how weôd all get along?  
 
What I find most rewarding in being an Elk is helping the unfortunate. It makes me feel all warm inside. It can be a lot of 
work but in the end it is most rewarding 
 
I really don't have a particular charity that I am most interested in. I'm an ELK and all charities are important. If I 
really had to choose, it would be a toss-up between the Veterans and Special Needs Children.  
  
 
Note:  The picture for the January 
Member Profile came in after the paper 
went to press. Here is New Member  
Elizabeth Leon: 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Valentineõs Day Dinner at the Lodge 
On Sunday February 14 th  

Hosted by Chefs John Hand Senior and Junior  
With Music for your Dancing and Listening pleasure  

 
Soup or Salad  

 
Broiled Lobster Tail ($22)  

Flounder Stuffed with Jumbo Lump Crab ($20)  

Prime Rib ($18)  
 

Fresh Carrots  
Baked Potato or French Fries  

Dessert  
There will be three seatingõs: 
Three Oõclock in the afternoon 

Five Oõclock in the early evening 
Seven Oõclock at night. 

 
Reservations are Required ð Call 609 -266 -9826 after 2 pm  

This Special Dinner is Open to the Public  

 

WE HAVE A NEW CLASS 
OF 22 CANDIDATES 

 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20TH 

ISTHE BIG NIGHT. 
INDOCTRINATION AT 5P 

INITIATION AT 6P   

http://www.brigantineelks.com


 

Mon Tue Wed Thu  Fri  Sat Sun 

1 2 

TRUSTEES 
7 P 

3 4 

 
5 
FRIDAY NIGHT FOOD 

5:30P 

 

6 

 

7 

TAILGATE  PARTY 
SUPER BOWL  

8 
BLOOD 
DRIVE 
1P - 7P 

VETERANS  
SERVICES 

6P 
 

9 

LODGE 
MEETING 

7:30P 
OFFICER 

NOMINATIONS  

10  

 

11 

COMMUNICATIONS 
6 P 

12 
LINCOLNôS 
BIRTHDAY 

 
FRIDAY NIGHT FOOD 

 5:30P 
SOUP COOK-OFF 

13 
LODGE 

CLEAN-UP DAY 

 

14 
VALENTINEôS DAY 
 
VALENTINE  DINNER 

15 
PRESI-

DENTôS 
DAY 

 

16 
BIRTH OF THE 

ORDER OF 
ELKS  

COMMUNITY  
SERVICES  

 6:30P 

 

17 
HOUSE 

COMMITTEE 
7 P 

18 

 
19 
FRIDAY NIGHT FOOD 

5:30P 

 

20  
NEW CLASS  

INDOCTRINATION 
5P 

INITIATION 
6P 

 

21 

22 
WASHING-

TONôS 
BIRTHDAY 

 

23  
COMMUNITY 

ACTION 
 

LODGE 
MEETING 7:30P 

OFFICER 
ELECTIONS 

24 

 

25  

 

 

 

26 
FRIDAY NIGHT FOOD 

5:30P 
BEACH BUGGY 

PERMIT DRAWING                     

27 28   

ANNUAL  STOKES 
BREAKFAST   

F E B R U A RY 2 0 1 0 

 

Lounge Hours  

Monday                                                        3 p - 11 p 
Tuesday thru Friday       2 p - 11 p  
Saturday & Sunday  Noon  - 11 p  

Holidays                                           Noon -  11 p 

MEMBERS  

USE YOUR CARD KEY AT LOUNGE ENTRANCE 

AND YOU MUST SIGN-IN ALL  GUESTS 

MEETINGS EVERY MONTH 
 

LODGE MEETING 
 2nd & 4th Tuesday @ 7:30 p 

HOUSE MEETING 
3rd Wednesday @7pm 

TRUSTEES MEETING 
1st Tuesday @ 7 p  

COMMUNICATIONS MEETING 
2nd Thursday @ 6 p  

Birthday Wishes This Month     

William Amend Robert Howardell Buck Pflanz 

Susan Bailey Sarah Huff Ron Reeves 

Donna Bakely Paul Kabala Andrea Ronchetti 

Anthony Bertino Michael Kelly Rudy Sellitsch 

Neil Brassell III Tom Knoell John Simone Jr 

Raymond Butterworth Elizabeth Leon William Smith 

Lawrence Camp Philip Maguire III Ed Spreng 

Alan Dickinson Robert Maxwell Warren Stillwell 

Dr. Robert DiMaio Kurt Mayro Carole Thomas 

Barbara Dragon James Mills Sr Emmett Turner 

Captain Edward Egnor Thomas Miscannon Robert Walker 

Joseph Flynn III Louis Mosiello Connie Walsh 

William Gowdy Christopher Nee John Williams 

Shirley Harazim Glenn Parks Fred Wirschning 

Shaun Holland Joseph Pascarella  

Frank Howardell Mark Pellico  



Come to the Tuesday March 9
th

 Lodge Meeting  
The Community Activities Committee has arranged for Jim Mogan to attend our March 9th Lodge meeting to present a 
program entitled "Our Brigantine Beach Community Centerò. This presentation will be centered on the plans for the 

Brigantine Beach Community Center and the role that the Elks can play in the development and usage of the Center.  
Sounds like a very interesting topic to help us support our community. 

SUPPORTING OUR YOUTH 
Youth Committee ï Julie Mandes, Chairperson 

 
Try your luck with a 50/50 Raffle Ticket supporting the elks youth committee!  

Help fund things like the Hoop shoot, Soccer shoot, Dictionaries programs for schools, Scholarships. 
 

Maybe you'll be the one to "get lucky".  Come out to enjoy an amazing meal at Friday night food...and buy some tickets 
for the 50/50 - $5 for an Irishmanôs Arms Length - Drawing each Friday for 12 weeks at 8p. 

Week 1 &  2 winners are Joe Piccardi and Kathy Herbein. Maybe your name will appear here next. 
 

Americanism Committee  ï Joanne Delaney, Chairperson 
The Brigantine ELKS is proud to participate in the Grand Lodge Americanism Essay Contest. This yearôs topic is The 
American Dream; What Is It?  Students from Brigantine North Middle School Grades 5 through 8 wrote essays on their 
dreams, hopes and aspirations. 
Our ancestors came to America from all over the world to seek the American Dream. Their self-reliance and independ-
ence afforded them the challenge to achieve their goals. Our forefathers wrote in the Declaration of Independence of 
the American dream - life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. Today, 200 years later the American Dream lives on. It 
means so many things to so many people. Everyone strives for it, everyone wants it, and everyone has their own defini-
tion of it. The students are happy to be living in and getting an education in America. This ideal was conveyed in every 
essay. 
 
This yearôs winners: 
Grade 7

th
/8

th
: 1

st
 Place Eric Cwikinski; 2

nd
 Place Michelle Smith; 3

rd
 Place Deirdre Donohoe 

Grade 5
th
/6

th
: 1

st
 Place Kylie Magee; 2

nd
 Place Ellie Corbett; 3

rd
 Place Giavanna Mancuso 

 
On Thursday, January 28th we will have a ceremony and dinner at 6:30 p to celebrate and congratulate these winners. 

A sign up board for donations and volunteers will be posted in the lodge. 
 

Annual Stokes Breakfast  
On Sunday February 28

th
 we will be hosting the North School kids for our annual fundraiser to send the Sixth graders 

away for a weekend of communing with nature. We do this every year and the money raised is the primary income for 
the getaway. Mark your calendar now! We will need a crew to help Chef Kooch serve up a great breakfast. There will be 
a signup board posted in the lounge. 
 

Children's Christmas Party  ï Terry and Lenny Kachur, Chairpersons 
We would like to thank everyone on the committee and the volunteers for your help in making our Children's Christmas 
Party a great success. The donations of time, food, money, decorations and lights allowed us to celebrate this fun event 

in true holiday style. And of course, our great kitchen crew did a super job! Happy New Year to all!  
We are looking forward to next year!  

 
 
 

Boy Scouts Matchbook Derby at the Lodge  
on Saturday Morning, January 23, 2010  

  
Boy Scouts, under the leadership of John Livesey, shown here  

with their cars 
 
 


