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To my Brothers and Sisters,  
 
  
As we turn into the cold hard months of winter, itôs good to look back on our accomplishments. . 
 
Our Lodge has done well this year with good events, great charitable acts, neat stuff for the 
community, and all culminating in one very special weekend with the Special Kids party, the 
Veterans Army-Navy game visit, the Hoop Shoot, and our own kids Christmas party - all in the 

span of three days! It makes me so proud to be a member of this Lodge!  
 
We are really at our beginning; we are getting stronger and doing more, sometimes in leaps and bounds (such as 
the blanket drive) and sometimes in smaller ways such as the donation to the Atlantic County Humane Society from 
our Santa and pets visit. It doesnôt really matter though as long as we honor our obligation to ourselves and our Or-
der we will continue to make a difference. 
 
Our charitable works are going beyond Brigantine. I am sure none of you ever thought of this Lodge as anything but 
a Brigantine Lodge, doing what we could to help our own small community. I certainly never thought of this Lodge as 
anything but that. We should never lose sight that this is what we are - our islands anchor. Brigantine knows it can 
always rely on us. Through the years we have been great at it. We have done anything and everything our friends 
and neighbors here in Brigantine have asked; weôve done it well and it has given us a stature and reputation on this 
Island that is second to none. Well guess what, other Communities like Atlantic City and Absecon are seeing what 
we do and asking for our help. It is amazing that at our last two Lodge meetings one regional and one national non-
profit group have extended their hands to us asking can we help them. When a person from the Covenant House of 
Atlantic City comes to us and makes such an impassioned plea for our help, well you just know we are going in the 
right direction. The sad truth is we canôt do it all, but we must continue to do what we can.  
 
The Order of Elks is now considered an old organization, set in its ways, and sometimes outdated. I donôt see it that 
way. I see us, our Lodge, as a generator of Charity, an engine house of caring that will extend its reach into every 
community in Atlantic County.  
 
Our events will continue to grow and our Charity will continue to answer every plea. We have an opportunity to really 
make a difference! It is you who do it, it is you, who when people come asking for help, answer the call. I always say 
that we are the little Lodge that can. Events continue to prove me right. I know, because I know you, that as we con-
tinue to care and we continue to share, that there is a great thing ahead for us and for this Lodge, and that great 
thing is that we have helped our fellow man.  
 
May your God bless you all. 
 

Fraternally, Dave   

 
 
 

Exalted Ruler 

David Biggins 

400 W. Bayshore Drive 
Brigantine, NJ 08203 
(609) 266-9826 



 
Trustee Report - Nancy Tregnan, Chairperson 

The Board of Trustees met on December 02, 2009 
 
The trustees reviewed mortgage and insurance accounts and matters concerning the Dredging Project.  

 
There was thorough consideration of Boat Slip and Waiting List matters. After extensive review, it was decided by the Board that individuals on 
the Waiting List will no longer be required to submit volunteer hours. Current placement on the Waiting List will remain the same and new appli-

cants will be placed at the end of the list in the order that their applications are received. This decision has no effect on slip holders; their require-
ment remains the same. As always, we continue to encourage all members to volunteer for the betterment of our organization. (Note: The preced-
ing was reported at the December 08 Lodge Meeting. It was requested that the matter go back to the trustees for reconsideration. The decision 

regarding the Waiting List will be reconsidered by the trustees at their January 05 meeting.) The trustees approved payment of the Tidelands 
License fee in the amount of $3,164.00 
 

The Board requested that the Exalted Ruler urge all event committee chairpersons to submit their event Report and Summation within two weeks 
of the conclusion of the event. Copies of the report should be given to: 1) Exalted Ruler 2) Secretary 3) Treasurer 4) Chairperson of Trustees and 
5) Audit Committee Chairperson. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday January 05 at 7:00 pm. All members are welcome.  
 

We wish our entire Elks Family a Wonderful Holiday and a Happy and Healthy New Year -  

Rick, John, Nancy, Jeanne and Paul  
 

House Committee  - Rick Votta 

We will be having a New Years blast on January 2, 2010 with the b-street band. 
 All net proceeds will go towards our charities. Tickets are $60, including dinner and open bar. Call Rick at 266-0587 to reserve your table. Unfor-
tunately Elvis was injured and we had to cancel the New Years Eve party.  

 
In conjunction with our party on 1/2/10 we will be selling raffle tickets for a cruise to Bermuda this summer. The winner will receive an all expense 
(drinks, gratuities, and taxes) trip for two with Royal Caribbean. The $10 tickets are available in the lounge for the drawing on 3/25/10. 

HELP NEEDED TO SELL RAFFLE TICKETS. 
The Lodge charity accounts are depleted and we need an infusion of $. The cruise raffle could be a great way to raise the needed funds. Our goal 

is to sell 1000 tickets. Call Rick to get your envelope of 15 tickets to sell.  

 
Football Sundays continue to be a great time in the lounge- lots of food and your favorite teams in HD - stop in for the fun!  
 

The House Committee  wishes all members a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year   
Linda C, Linda R, Nancy, Kathy, Waldo, Joe and Rick  

 

Friday Night Food  - Nancy Muncer 
The volunteer chefs are taking a holiday break. 

The kitchen will be closed on Christmas Day and New Yearôs Day (12/25 and 1/1). 

Friday Food kicks off the New Year with the popular meatloaf and baked potato bar on January 8th. Toni Harris is adding a new twist to the Po-
tato Bar so come on out & dine with us on the 8th for some down home cooking. Menus for the rest of January are still in development. Check the 
web site or Lodge sign up board for the menus. A tentative date for our Third Annual Soup Cook-off is Friday February 19th.  

Thank You to all the Friday night chefs who have contributed their time and great recipes this past year. Many thanks to all that come and dine 
with us. You all help Friday Food continue to be a success. Special Thanks to Karl Stock and Stocks' Bakery for their countless donation of pound 
cakes not just for Friday food but for Flag Day, the Vets Army Navy day etc. The profits from Friday Food are used by the lodge in the form of new 

equipment, kitchen upgrades, etc.   
 

Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays and a Happy, Healthy New Year wishes to all - Nancy Muncer   

 
Capital Improvements at the Lodge  

John Johnson has been renovating the Lodge's Bingo Room. As shown in these pictures, 
he is creating separate spaces for storage and adding new wiring.  

 

 
Thanks to all who signed the Petition to open a Veterans Medical Facility in South Jersey  

The Brigantine Elks sent a petition to our State Representatives with 100+ signatures to open a Veterans Medical Facility in South Jersey. 
Currently, a Veteran from the southern half of our state must go to Philadelphia, North Jersey, or Delaware to receive Medical treatment. Bill 
Hauser from the Brigantine American Legion distributed the petitions and our Lodge was enthusiastic in support of our Veterans. Many other 

Elks members outside of our Lodge also signed so the number of signatures was actually much higher.  



ñSo long as there are veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks will never forget themò 
VETERANS SERVICE COMMITTEE ï Joe Kelly, Chairman 

  
VETERANS HAVEN TRIP 
A very busy December started with a trip to Veterans Haven in Ancora on December 2nd to spread Christmas Cheer to the recover ing Veterans re-
siding there..Our Lodge was joined by the Brigantine VFW and other VFWôs from Southern New Jersey. These brave folks are enrolled in a two-year 

work program to assist them in battling drug/alcohol addiction.  We delivered work gloves donated by new member Tonya Mears, wool caps, toilet-
ries, lunch boxes, donated by John (Waldo) Walters, sweatshirts and homemade cookies along with $500.00 in Wal-Mart gift cards. All enjoyed a nice 
buffet dinner. These men are trying to rebuild their lives and our commitment is helping them to do so. We fit in so well that they tried to keep Fran 

Chambers. God Bless this Veteranôs Haven and the men there who gave so much for us. 
  
VINELAND VETERANS HOME TRIP  

On Thursday December 10th along with members of the American Legion & VFW we made our annual Christmas visit to the NJ Veterans Memorial 
Home at Vineland.  A Great day it was!  We delivered bags of socks, shirts, handkerchiefs, slippers, toiletries, and home-made cookies along with 
$400.00 worth of $20.00 gift certificates for use at the Vineland commissary.  Our purpose in going is to bring seasons greetings to our Veterans---as 

always, it is we who leave there uplifted by the courage and goodwill of our Veterans. 
 
LODGE HOSTS VETERANS TO THE ARMY/NAVY GAME  

ñSo Long As There Are Veterans, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks Will Never Forget Themò. This is the creed of the Elks. It is a core tenet 
of who we are and what we do. Never in the proud history of our Lodge has this shown more clearly than on Saturday December 12th. 

 

Sixty Five proud Veterans and their guests came to our Lodge to watch the Army - Navy Game. The front door of the Lodge opened and the proud 
Veterans from the Vineland Veterans Home passed between three VFW Honor Guards standing at attention saluting them. Most walked slow, some 
limped and some were in wheelchairs but, looking at them as they entered you only saw men being honored by their peers. To see these men receive 

such respect from their fellow Veterans made you want to stand up and cheer!  
 
Dave Biggins, ER gave a short welcome to start the day and then turned the podium over to Reverend Norman Thomas of the Order of the Purple 

Hearts who gave a heartfelt opening prayer. The Brigantine American Legion Post 396 Color Guard Presented Arms as Carly Newcomb performed 
the National Anthem. Mayor Gunther welcomed the Veteranôs to Brigantine.  
 

The Prime Rib was ready. The kitchen crew did an incredible job of getting a full course dinner out to the guests in no time at all. We fed them home-
made Crab Cakes and Shrimp Cocktail with veggies on the side. We had Christmas Cookies, Cakes and Candy. A few of the guys (with the Nurse 
attendantôs permission) even had a taste from the lounge. The banquet room was decorated by the Childrenôs Christmas Party Committee. It was 

beautiful.  
 
As the game started we continued to welcome latecomers and share friendship and cookies with our guests. We had eight door prizes, four for the 

Vets from the Vineland Home and four for the other Veterans present. Barry Reap a Brigantine Veteran won a One Hundred Dollar Gift card, and then 
donated it back to the Veteranôs from Veterans Haven to be divide up among them. That was the kind of day it was.  
 

After the game, we offered a ñTailgateò  supper and a photo memento to each of our guests of their day at our Lodge.   
 

From Joe Kelly - It is my hope the WARMTH that so permeated by our Lodge remains with you and your families throughout this holiday season. 

 
From ER Dave 

Joe Kelly and the whole Veterans Committee did a bang up job from start to finish! Julie Mandes from the Youth Committee brought in a load of kids 

who helped serve and did a lot to cheer the Vets up. Special Thanks to member Retired Colonel Ted Billen United States Air Force, The Brigantine 
American Legion Post 396 Color Guard, The Brigantine VFW Post 6964 Color Guard, And The Absecon VFW Color Guard. 

 

 


