
Message from the Exalted Ruler 

 

To my Brothers and Sisters, 
 

 This has been a rough month weather wise, but with as much 

as we have going on, the days seem to fly by. Letôs see, since the last 

Antlers, Weôve had the Clambake, a really big event, a great time, 

very well organized and run, the convention weekend in Wildwood, 

where our Lodge donated the second highest amount of money of any 

Lodge in New Jersey to Camp Moore. The Flag Day Ceremony, and 

the Veterans visiting our Lodge for a day of fishing, hanging at the 

Lodge, and beaching it, the lunch and dinner were good and there 

were great crab cakes. 

 There is a lot of preparation that goes into events like these and to go 

to the planning meetings and see how well organized everything is, 

and the efforts and exertions of the Committees, and then the results, WOW, this is all really cool!  

 On behalf of this Lodge, I presented to two graduating students from the North School, The Brigantine 

Elks Effort and Attitude Award along with Savings bonds for each. I wish every member of this Lodge could 

do one of these presentations just once. The good feelings you get are indescribable. I could tell how excited 

the kids were, and when the Elks were announced we really got a nice ovation from the parents. The school 

really puts on a nice awards ceremony, and I was proud that we were able to be part of it. 

 The meetings for Bayfest and the Seafood Fest are ongoing - anyone that wants to help let me know 

and Iôll point you in the right direction.  

 If you have an idea for a fundraiser, event or activity, let me know and weôll sit down and see what 

can be done. The fairly new House Committee is taking the bull by the horns and there are some really good 

vibes coming from them concerning new patio furniture, and an integrated entertainment system for the 

Lodge starting with the lounge.  

 Friday Food continues to provide great food and fraternity to the members. The Maintenance Commit-

tee continues to work around the Lodge and they really are getting a lot done. Not just the daily stuff, but also 

improvements to the Facility. There is now a punch lock on our entrance gate to the yard, see the bartenders, 

any Trustee, or me for the combination. Every member is entitled to have the combo. The IT Committee is 

really zooming ahead with our website,. As we iron out procedures and get more comfortable with the flow of 

information, youôre going to see continued improvement in not only the website, but in how we communicate 

with each other. 

 After a stretch like this, I sit and think how lucky I am to have such great members and friends in this 

Lodge, and that we, as a Lodge, are carrying out the principles of our Order -  Charity, Justice, Brotherly 

Love, and Fidelity. Thank you. 

 

Fraternally, Dave 
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Trustee Report - Nancy Tregnan, Chairperson 

The Board of Trustees met on June 6th. The Board is considering investments which would maximize  

interest. The Board recommendations will be presented to the lodge for approval. We extend our apprecia-

tion to Gail De Ritis for assisting with the lodge inventory by video taping the physical assets of the 

lodge. Thanks to Ed Spreng for installing a keypad lock on the outside gate. Boat slip holders have been 

notified of the entry code. If any other member needs the code to purchase ice, etc., please contact the 

Trustees.  

There is also ongoing discussion regarding maintenance, safety management, security, and boat slip man-

agement. Regarding boat slips, a list of boat slip holders and the waiting list is posted in the lodge. Slip 

holders who have not already done so, are requested to submit required paperwork to the trustees c/o 

Jeanne DiCecco. Our next Board of Trustees meeting is Tuesday July 7th. All members are welcome to 

attend. 

 

 

OUR FIRST TIME AS FRIDAY NIGHT CHEFS  

Submitted by Fran Heineman, Joe Picardi, Daryl Ashton, Art Burlington 
  

 We love to cook. We love the shopping, the chopping, and the sautéing.  Most of all, we love to 

share food with good friends. So, once we became Elks, we thought it would be great to contribute to the 

fun of Friday Night Food. It's a scary thought preparing and serving dinner to a large crowd. It also very 

intimidating, yet  exciting, to work in a professional kitchen. But, despite the pressure, we jumped in with 

much enthusiasm. 

  We talked, we planned, we shopped, we tested. We made cheese ravioli with sausage & meatballs 

and shrimp scampi over rice. Terry and Lenny Kachur served an excellent Caesar salad. By the time the 

night was over we plated 88 dinners. Rumor has it, the crowd was pleased. 

  What a great experience. Any Elk who can cook should give it a try. You'll find you're not alone. 

Besides being organized before the event, we had offers of help from several Elks. Friday Night Food 

Committee chair, Nancy Muncer, was there for us every step of the way. She gave us a tour of the 

kitchen, gave us tips on how to prepare our entrees for such a big crowd, and even offered to help with the 

shopping. Mike Muncer showed us how to work the equipment. 

  Here are the secrets to our success: we kept it simple (quick cooking entrees); we planned ahead 

(we even rehearsed our dinners); we worked together well in the kitchen; we didn't hesitate to ask for help 

when needed; we had fun. 

  We also learned a few things for our next meal: try a meal that can be cooked ahead; minimize 

traffic flow in the kitchen; rely on Catie and Shannah to anticipate the food flow. 

  The Friday Night Food Committee is always looking for new cooks and the Elks are always 

looking for a good meal. If you'd like to learn more or give it a try, contact Nancy Muncer at 609-

289-1010.  

Message from House Committee 
Summer is here! Welcome back to snowbirds & summer residents. There are lots of activities going on 

at your lodge this summer. Check in the lounge for schedules. Friday night food continues every week - 

stop in for good food, special drinks entertainment and bring your friends. If you have a party of 10 or  

more, just give the Lodge a ñheads upò with a phone call. We have made significant progress in getting 

a new sound system installed. We are also in the process of purchasing new outdoor deck furniture. So 

stay tuned. Any volunteers to run wire for the sound system?? The banquet hall is filling up fast this 

summer Call Rick Votta  at 266-0587 to reserve. We added a nice projection screen to help with your 

meeting.  



Summertime Dining at the Lodge Friday Nights with Food and the Tiki Bar 
 

 Get in the mood for the holiday weekend. On July 3rd  ER Dave & crew will offer kielbasa, gourmet 

burgers, hot dogs, tomato salad, potato salad with a  Terry & Lenny salad, plus dessert.  On July 10th, new 

chefs will grill kebobs with a side of pineapple rice & Dot will have another great salad.  

 Menus for the rest of the month will  post in the Lounge and on our website as dinners are planned. 

We are still in need of new chefs. If you donôt want to take a dinner on by yourself, you can partner with any 

of our current volunteer chefs and prepare part of the meal or help to grill. It is easier than you might think. 

Make sure you read the article ñOur First Time as Friday Night Chefsò in this newsletter. You will hear 

from the ñnewbeesò that it is fun and not so tough. 

 This is the 3rd year of Friday Night food and what wonderful benefits - lounge revenue is higher be-

cause of the good crowds on Fridays, we have picked up a number of new members who have come as dinner 

guests of members and they can see what the Elks are all about, and there is a greater feeling of camaraderie.  

 Your participation allows us to purchase equipment, make renovations to our facility and, better serve 

our community at charity events. Within the last two years, we purchased a large flat griddle, another funnel 

cake machine, a double convection oven, other kitchen items, and we are now switching over from propane to 

gas for our outdoor equipment.  

 

 

Sickness and Distress 
Fran Funston is recovering from a Stroke. 

      
        Dot Mathieson is handling the sending of care packages, flowers, fruit baskets, etc. to any Elk who is sick or in 

distress. Please let her know as soon as possible if you know of someone who is in need of our help. Reach her at 

home at 485-2467, and feel free to leave a message.   

Tiki Bar Re-opening Party  

 

The setting couldnôt have been more perfect; the first sunshine and blue sky in days, great food, tropical 

drinks flowing & Augie Doggie spinning tunes.. All contributed to a crowd of close to 200 to enjoy our 

Tiki Bar and fabulous bay views! 

 Thanks to the members and guests who came & partied on June 19th.  The large crowd took our 

intrepid Friday Night Food volunteers a little by surprise.  So, our apologies if you had to wait awhile or 

didnôt get exactly what you ordered. If you have to wait anywhere, you couldnôt ask for a better atmos-

phere, though! 

 The Friday Night Food Committee is constantly striving to improve your dining experience, and 

you can help us.  If you plan on bringing a party of 10 or more, please call Nancy Muncer 609-289-

1010, or Linda Camerota 609-266-2346 so we can better accommodate you. We plan on serving dinner 

outside as often as weather permits, so please make it a Friday Night ritual!  

Thank you Members for supporting Friday Night Food and to Nancy Muncer our Chairperson!!! 

Thank You! 
 Tonia Harris, unfortunately for us has submitted her resignation as Publicity Chairperson. Tonia 
wrote me a very nice letter letting me know that while she is resigning, she will still help as needed. Due 
to her new position at work, and family demands she is unable to continue. She is only stepping back 
from this committee and will keep doing many of the other things she does. Toniaôs ability to get our 
Lodge into the news in a positive light has been essential in getting the word out about all the good 
things we do.  I know how big a help she has been to many     Committeeôs and events and she will be 
greatly missed. Tonia has taught me a lot and I will miss her expertise.                     Exalted Ruler Dave  
 P.S. We now will be looking for a new Publicity Chairperson, if anyone is interested please call 
me at (610)721-4956. 



Come one, come all to the Seafood Fest to benefit Special Children 
 There will be tons of seafood, a bounce room, live music and hopefully sunshine. It starts on Saturday July 

18, at 4:30 and we will be serving until 8:30pm. Come out and enjoy the best Crab Cakes around made by 

our own John Hand. There is a signup board in the lounge. As always, Volunteers are needed. 

 )Î ÌÁÓÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ !ÎÔÌÅÒÓ ) ÁÓËÅÄ ÉÆ ÁÎÙÏÎÅ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÅÄÉÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ !ÎÔÌÅÒÓ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔȤ
ter. I had two people show interest, but I had already told the first person who had applied they 
ÃÏÕÌÄ ÄÏ ÉÔ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÃÁÌÌÅÄȢ )ÔȭÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÁÒÅ ÓÔÅÐÐÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄ ÁÎÄ ÁÒÅ ×ÉÌÌÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÕÓÅ 
their talents to help the Lodge. Thanks to both. With that being said our new editor is Susan Pierce. 
Susan is a fairly new member who I think is going to do a great job. With our computer upgrades she 
ÉÓ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÏÌÓ ÔÏ ÄÏ Á ÎÅ× ÓÐÌÁÓÈÉÅÒ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒȢ 3ÕÓÁÎȭÓ %-Mail address is 
ÓÕÓÁÎȢÍÁÒÉÅȢÐÉÅÒÃÅͽÃÏÍÃÁÓÔȢÎÅÔ ɉÄÏÎȭÔ ÆÏÒÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÄÏÔÓɊ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÁÄÌÉÎÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓ ÉÓ ÓÔÉÌÌ ÔÈÅ ςπth of the 
month, so give her a break and get your articles in on time! 
) ÁÌÓÏ ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÁÇÁÉÎ ÔÈÁÎË 2ÁÙ 3ÃÈ×ÅÉÂÅÒÔ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÊÏÂ ÈÅ ÄÉÄ ÆÏÒ ÓÏ ÍÁÎÙ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ 9ÏÕ ÃÁÎȭÔ ÉÍÁÇȤ
ine how hard it is putting the Antlers together, when your fighting both a deadline and a bunch of 
6ÏÌÕÎÔÅÅÒÓȟ ×ÈÏ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÅÁÒÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÈÔ ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÒÅÎȭÔ ÖÅÒÙ ÓÁÖÖÙ ÉÎ ×ÒÉÔÉÎÇ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ 
getting them in on time so Ray could organize, edit, correct, and fix them, then get them to the 
ÐÒÉÎÔÅÒȢ 2ÁÙȭÓ ÒÅÁÌ ÄÅÁÄÌÉÎÅ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÔÈȟ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÉÆ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅÎȭÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
ÆÏÌÄÅÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇȟ ÔÈÅÎ (ÁÒÒÙ ÈÁÄ ÔÏ ÇÅÔ ÉÔ ÄÏÎÅȢ ) ÃÁÎȭÔ ÔÅÌÌ ÙÏÕ ÈÏ× ÍÁÎÙ ÔÉÍÅÓ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÓË 
Ray to add something or make changes at the last minute, and he would always come thru. He did it 
×ÉÔÈ Á ÓÍÉÌÅ ÁÎÄ Á ÏÎÅ ÌÉÎÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÈÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÍÉÓÓÅÄȢ   ER Dave 

A JOB WELL DONE 
 Tonia Harris submitted an entry into the Elks State publicity contest for the 2008/2009 Lodge year. 
This booklet highlighted all the good things we do in our community. Our entry was judged and we 
received a Four Star rating, which put us in the top half a dozen lodges in the state. Tonia put a lot of 
×ÏÒË ÉÎÔÏ ÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÉÃÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ×ÁÓ ÒÅ×ÁÒÄÅÄ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÒ ÅÆÆÏÒÔÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÂÏÏËÌÅÔ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ 0ÏÒÔÌÁÎÄ 
to be on display and be judged at the Grand Lodge Convention. 

FASHION SHOW DEBUT A HIT  
 The community celebrity star-studded fashion show and brunch, Sun, Sand and Style held on Sunday, 
May 17, 2009 was a great success.  Not only were we successful in our mission to raise dollars to purchase an ad-
ditional beach handicap wheelchair, but the revenue generated allowed the Elks Lodge to purchase two chairs. 
 There are so many people to thank which contributed generously to our success.   
The Elks banquet facility was transformed into an elegant beach staging area featuring white linen covered tables, 
purple napkins and beautiful purple and white spring centerpieces provided by sponsor Gypsy Rose Florist. Thanks 
to all the volunteers that helped build a professional stage and runway, especially to sponsor B & B Flooring and      
Sherwood Electric for the lighting and carpeting. It was magnificent.  
 After serving a five star brunch, it was lights, camera and action. The spot lights brilliantly lit the staging 
area and 18 models began their walk for charity with appropriate beach themed music and background projected 
images (thanks to Auguie  Peltonen and Bill Joyce).  The local merchants provided the hottest trends in summer 
attire for ô09 to much delight of the audience.  
 In addition to the above others, we would like to thank additional Major Event Sponsors, Glenn Insurance, 
Dr. Frank Kern, Paul Dempsy Photography, Doran Engineering, The Brigantine Times and the Brigantine VFW.  
Also to Cassello Jewelers who donated a custom made starfish diamond pendant which you will hear more about 
or visit our website www.brigantineelks.com.  Collectively with our 28 Event Supporters, our raffle prizes alone 
earned $1400.00.  Thank you for your generosity and community spirit. 
 How do you say thank you to a group of member elks that took a concept of mine and turned it into re-
altyé..a successful event with ease and grace?  My personal and heartfelt thanks to the Fashion Show Committee, 
Maureen Leeds-Toner, Maria Handle, Linda Camerota, Joyce and Dave Biggins, Annie Adams, Dee Brown, 
Jeanne DiCecco and Beth Heenan, as well as  ACIT, elk member volunteers, models and of course all those that 
were a part of our special debut.  



 

Clambake 
This years Clambake managed to dodge some shifty weather to be a huge success. While very windy 

and cooling off in the evening, the weather managed to be mild enough that our guests had a very en-

joyable day. The food stations were very busy serving from 4:30pm until about 8:00pm and, while it 

got very crowded, at no time were there long waits. It seemed that everything ran smoothly. The 

Philly Phanatic arrived at 6:00pm and immediately went into his always great act. Like last year he 

was definitely the hit of the party! Young and old swarmed around him and there were many pictures 

taken. The party continued outside until about 10: 00 oôclock when the chills sent everyone scurrying 

into the lounge. The amount raised was over $6,000.00  so you can see it was obviously a very suc-

cessful event. Hats off to the Committee, and all the volunteers who worked at Clambake, espe-

cially Joe Hartnett, Cochairman who had tracked last yearôs event. Last year as you remember was 

one of the biggest single day events this Lodge ever 

had. We had issues with running out of food and 

long lines waiting for food, but Joe took last years 

problems and proactively worked with the Commit-

tee to solve these and other issues. The result was a 

smooth running event with nary a complaint. Ex-

cept we ran out of corn early, and I know Joeôs al-

ready written it down to order more for next year. 

Precooking and being ready to serve at 4:00pm 

helped also. The other things that helped the event 

run smoothly were the addition of the two big burn-

ers for clams and corn, also the big commercial gas 

grill for burgers. These pieces of equipment al-

lowed more food to be cooked in less time to more 

quickly serve our customers. Friday Night Food 

purchased these badly needed pieces.  

 Hats off to all the members who have volunteered in so many ways on Friday nights for help-

ing events such as this one. Also Bill Joyce and Don Miller for reconfiguring our food court so that 

member servers were able to serve all the different foods to our customers at the same time. We also 

had some directional signs so people could get extra food tickets and knew where the draft beer was. 

Funnel cake still has issues, as it is a made to order item, but if we give that crew more support and 

better equipment, then those waiting times will be reduced. You must give people the proper tools to 

do the job. All of these improvements along with the efforts of the many members really made for a 

good day for the Brigantine Elks! 

 

 

 

 

EVERY MONTH  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 1st Tuesday 7PM 

LODGE MEETING  

2nd & 4th Tuesday 7:30 PM 

HOUSE COMMITTEE  

3rd Wednesday 7PM 

Lounge Hours 
  Monday             3:00pm ï 11:00pm 

Tuesday thru Friday           2:00 ï 11:00pm  

Saturday & Sunday           Noon ï 11:00pm 

Holidays Open at Noon 

Members, please use the Lounge entrance 

and key card to enter the Lodge    



 

Wildwood Convention 
 Over 450 members and friends of the New Jersey State Elks Association representing the One Hundred and 

Eighteen Elks Lodgeôs throughout the state descended on Wildwood the weekend of June 5th thru 7th.  Representing 

Brigantine Lodge at the business session on Friday were Exalted Ruler David Biggins, Past State President Harry F. 

McGarrigel III, and District Deputy Don Irons. State President Frank Vesely Presided over the morning session. During 

the session reports were given by each State Chairperson ranging from Americanism to Youth. During the report on 

Camp Moore each Lodge was asked to donate an amount to the camp to offset the costs of sending Children there and 

providing for them. Brigantine Lodge thru the efforts of the Nashville Night Committee was able to donate Four Thou-

sand Two Hundred Dollars, which was the second largest donation of any Lodge in the State. During the Elks National 

Foundation report, Lodges again are asked to make a donation. This year thanks to the efforts of John Hand and last 

years Clam Bake Committee we donated One Thousand Eight Hundred and Forty Dollars to ENF which put us at Sixth 

in the State. Brigantine Lodge showed very well this year in Wildwood.  

 The next large order of business was the reading and approval 

of the State budget for the 2009/2010 year. It was voted upon by the 

members and adopted. The Peer Leadership Conference will again 

take place in Long Branch New Jersey, and we will again have The 

Miracle on the mountain bike run at the New Egypt Lodge.  

 During the afternoon session, Thomas Zisa was installed as 

our New State President. He was joined by his new officers and State 

Vice Presidents. Paul Aurilio is the new Vice President for the South 

District. Our own Treasurer Harry was again the Sergeant of Arms, 

and acted in the role of Esquire for the ceremony. After many years of 

performing this role this was Harryôs final time doing it. Never let it 

be said that Harry gave it up because he couldnôt do it anymore, be-

cause he did it great.  Rick Pennestri was thanked for his service as last years South District ENF Chairman  Later that 

evening there was a formal dinner where our new State Sponsor C. Valentine Bates PGER from the State of Florida was 

introduced and said some very encouraging words for the Elks Lodges of New Jersey.  

Gettinô stuff done 
Improvements continue around the Lodge! Members Bill Joyce, Paul Consorte, Jim Archer, and Carl 
Schneider along with a worker from Carlôs company have installed the outside gas line to our serving ar-
eas. We will now be using natural gas instead of propane tanks for our cooking equipment. Itôs been in-
spected and the Gas Co. has hooked us up. This will result not only in considerable gas expense savings, 
but will also save us the time and effort needed to fill the smaller tanks, not to mention the fact that we 
wonôt have fifteen or sixteen propane tanks sitting in our yard. We will keep a couple in case we need to 
move a grill or steam pot around, but what a great improvement for the Lodge. Special thanks to Carl for all 
his help and expertise in getting this done as economically and as quickly as possible. I donôt want to forget 
all the guys who got the pipe in the ground on Lodge cleanup day. 
 The next time you go to the lodge look around and thank Don Miller for painting the lounge, Steve 
Mahan, and Ed Spence, along with an occasional drop in helped, but it was mostly Don. It looks clean and 
fresh, and improvements will continue in the lounge throughout the rest of the year. It was a big job and it 
got done!!! Thanks to Don Miller and his crew. 
There is now a punch lock on the gate entrance to the back yard. Ed Spence modified the gate and in-
stalled the lock, in the next few weeks another will be installed on the back mangate. There will also be a 
lock placed on the double gates in the back. This is being done to stop nonmembers from accessing our 
back yard and docks. Every member is entitled to know the punch lock code, and both the front and back 
will be the same, you can ask the bartenders; call ER Dave, or any of the Trustees to find out the code. Ed 
did a sweet job welding the fence, lockplate, and stops together, along with installing the lock. 
 We also now have temporary PVC gates that can be installed and removed from our dock ramps 
during events, which will keep the public off our docks.  
More stuff keeps happening! Since I wrote this Carl Schneider with help is back modifying the pipes in the 
kitchen to move the fryers to allow installation of our new (used) Convection oven. This is now done and 
we are almost ready to use the new oven. We just need to get electric to the new oven. 

The Maintenance Committee has done a great job spearheading these improvements. 



Brigantine Elks Lodge of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks observes Flag Day 
 In July of 1908, the Grand Lodge of this Order, at Dallas, Texas, then assembled, provided for the an-

nual nationwide observance of ñflag Dayò on the 14th of June in each year, by making it mandatory upon each 

Subordinate Lodge of the Order. 

 This is taken from page 34 of The Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks Rituals of Special Ser-

vices. Each year not only Brigantine Lodge, but every Lodge in the Country honors our Flag. This year we 

went all out! Joanne Delaney Chairperson of the Americanism Committee and Joe Kelly from our Veterans 

Services Commission teamed up to put on a great Flag Day ceremony. As always the public was invited and 

we had quite a few people come out. The Brigantine North School choir under the direction of Mr. Jason 

Reed performed and the Youth of the city both participated by carrying Flags and helping with the Veterans. 

The Girl Scouts were there and did a wonderful job, cleaning up the Banquet Room. The Lodge Officers gave 

a very nice presentation of the Elks Flag Day Ritual. It is a very simple ceremony and was again highlighted 

by Harryôs rendition of The History of our Flag. Secretary Georgeôs Response was eloquent, and really 

brought a tear to the eye. In addition Veterans from both the Vineland Veterans Home and Veterans Haven, 

together with Vetôs from our own island were on hand to watch the ceremony. As detailed in another article 

the Vetôs stayed all day and enjoyed our Lodges Hospitality. 

 Other dignitaries that attended were New Jersey Elks Past State President Frank Vesely, Brigantine 

Mayor Phil Guenther, and Councilman John Murray. Both Frank and the Mayor gave short speeches that 

were very complimentary to our Service, the Officers, the choir, and all the members of our Lodge. The room 

was decorated with flags from the States, The Lodges Alters were set up and everything had a red white and 

blue theme. Thanks to all the members that setup, moved tables and chairs around, cooked, served, and 

cleaned up. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flag Day at the Bay - Joe Kelly  
 On Flag Day, June 14th, our Lodge hosted Veterans from the Veterans Memorial Home at Vineland, 

Veterans Haven in Ancora, as well as local Brigantine Veterans to a beautiful Day at the Bay.  Following a 

moving Flag Day ceremony highlighted by the children's choir from the North School,, the Vets were for-

mally welcomed to Brigantine by ER Dave, Mayor Phil Guenther, and Past State President Frank Ve-

sely.  Special THANKS  to the American Legion Post 396 Color Guard for leading us in the Pledge of Alle-

giance.  A picnic lunch of deviled eggs, Hot Dogs and cheeseburgers, potato salad and fruit salad was served 

by the enthusiastic members of our Youth Alliance.  After lunch the Vets had their choice of: Fishing on the 

FISHFINDER, a trip to the beach, or an afternoon of bingo and cards here at the lodge.  It was great to watch 

the Vets boarding the FISHFINDER right here at our dock.  Throughout the day, the warm and caring wel-

come extended to the Vets by our members was something we can all be proud of.  At 4:30 a supper of tossed 

salad, crab cakes, grilled chicken sandwiches, and coleslaw was served again by members of the Youth Alli-

ance.  Stock's pound cake served with vanilla ice cream topped off the meal.  As each Vet departed they were 

provided with a photo memento of their day at the Lodge. THANKS  to the members of the Veterans Service 

Committee and the many lodge members who helped make this such a happy, fun-filled day for our Vets. 


